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Introduction 
 

This booklet lists sources available within Sheffield Libraries Archives and Information for 
the study of the Cold War which began at the end of the Second World War in 1945 and 
ended in 1991 with the collapse of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). 
  
It is not a detailed history of international relations during that period; it merely points the 
reader who wishes to carry out their own research into the part played by Sheffield and 
South Yorkshire in this global ‘conflict’ to what is available within Sheffield Libraries and 
Archives. 
 

The Cold War was largely a stand-off between the Capitalist West and Communist East.  
Both sides developed nuclear weapons in the 1940s and over subsequent decades 
amassed stockpiles of ever more powerful and accurate weapons.  Response from 
governments was initially based on observation posts across the country and warning 
systems to alert the population that enemy aircraft were approaching.  However, by the early 
1950s, with the development of the hydrogen bomb (massively more powerful than an 
atomic bomb) and missile technology, local observation posts became redundant.  
Government action switched from observation to deterrence and information for the public 
on what to do in the event of a nuclear strike.  
 

The country was divided into Home Defence Regions; Sheffield was in the North region 
(region No. 2) with a ‘war room’ at Leeds. Later, within the Home Defence Regions there 
were to be Regional Seats of Government (RSGs) headed by a Cabinet Minister. For 
Region 2 this was initially at Imphal Barracks in York but was later switched to the more 
remote Shipton.   
 

Later still, the North region was divided into two sub-regional control centres (north and 
south) - Bempton on the Yorkshire coast, and Conisbrough near Doncaster. A final 
reorganisation took place in the 1980s.  RSGs (now to be called Regional Government 
Headquarters (RGHQ) were established.  The base for Region 2 was at Hexham. 
 

Local authorities were deemed County Main, County Standby and District Controls.  In the 
1970s there were 47 County Mains and 333 District Controls. Local authorities were 
required to construct emergency bunkers, and affix warning sirens to public buildings.  By 
the 1980s Emergency Planning Officers had to be appointed and plans for civil defence in 
time of nuclear war had to be drawn up.   
 

The 1980s witnessed a growing awareness of the nuclear threat, probably due to the 
publication of the Government’s Protect and Survive booklet in 1980 and the arrival of 
nuclear weapons in Britain three years later.  The issue entered popular culture with Frankie 
Goes to Hollywood’s ‘Two Tribes’ pop record, Raymond Briggs ‘When the Wind Blows’ 
animated film and the BBC Docudrama ‘Threads’ which was based in Sheffield.   
 

Outside of their civil defence obligations, some local authorities, including Sheffield City 
Council and South Yorkshire County Council, developed anti-nuclear policies.  Both became 
‘nuclear free zones’ attempting to block any transport of nuclear weapons.  Peace Officers 
were employed to promote peace and international relations rather than engage in what 
some saw as futile civil defence plans which would be of limited use in the event of the 
complete destruction of society if a nuclear strike occurred. It wasn’t until the late 1980s and 
the collapse of the USSR in 1991 that the threat of an east / west nuclear war of 
unimaginable proportions eased. 
 

Locally there are many documents, books, maps and photographs of civil defence plans and 
anti-nuclear activity that vividly illustrate the part played by Sheffield City Council and South 
Yorkshire County Council, campaign groups and individuals in a period of our history where 
the very existence of society was under threat from annihilation.
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Timeline showing key dates  
 

Aug 1945 Atomic bombs used by the USA against Japan at Nagasaki and Hiroshima. 

Mar 1946 
Winston Churchill refers to an ‘iron curtain [which] has descended across the 
continent’. 

1947 The term ‘Cold War’ first used. 

1948 

Civil Defence Act established the Civil Defence Corps to oversee 
headquarters, rescue, warden, welfare and ambulance services for the local 
authority (becoming operational in 1950).  The Auxiliary Fire Service (AFS) 
was also established by the Act providing for fire services other than those 
run by local authorities. 

1950 
The second World Peace Conference held in Sheffield.  Pablo Picasso was 
one of the delegates. It was soon moved to Warsaw in Poland when the 
British Government refused visas to delegates. 

1950s - 
1960s 

Women’s Voluntary Service (WVS) provided talks to women on civil defence 
measures. 

1951 
Plans were put in place for regional war rooms.  Region 2 (NE) was centred 
around Leeds. 

1951 
The Industrial Civil Defence Service (ICDS) was established.  Firms 
employing more than 200 workers formed such corps to provide first aid and 
freighting services, etc. 

1952 

All county and county borough councils were required to prepare bomb proof 
main and subordinate civil defence control centres.  Initially Sheffield City 
Council provided the ‘Main’ centre, though it later transferred to South 
Yorkshire County Council and then later still to the South Yorkshire Fire 
Service. 

1952 Britain tests its first atomic bomb. 

1953 
With the development of the Hydrogen bomb the use of offensive and 
defensive aircraft became obsolete.  The focus now switched to deterrence. 

1953 
Government exercise based on an attack on Sheffield (see The National 
Archives HO 322/191). 

14-15 Apr 
1953 

Emergency Feeding Study - one involved Sheffield and Rotherham and an ‘A’ 
bomb centred over St Philip’s church, Penistone / Infirmary Road 
(see The National Archives HO 322/194). 

Apr 1954 
Coventry City Council became the first local authority to opt out of co-
ordinating and supporting the Civil Defence Corps as ‘a waste of public time 
and money’. 

1956 
Regional war rooms became Regional Seats of Government. These would 
have up to 300 staff.  Region 2 was to be based at Easingwold in North 
Yorkshire (and later York Castle). 

1956 
Sheffield twinned with the industrial city of Stalino in the USSR (later renamed 
Donetsk). 

Dec 1956 Sheffield Civil Defence nuclear attack exercise held. 

Apr / May 
1957 

Exercise Zeta studied the problems in clearing the Z Zone surrounding 
Sheffield (see The National Archives HO 322/185). 

1957 
RAF Finningley near Doncaster was reopened as a  V-Bomber base (Vulcan 
Bombers were aeroplanes that carried Britain’s own nuclear bombs). 
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1958 The Campaign for Nuclear Defence (CND) established in the UK. 

c. 1960 

There were approximately 1,500 ROC underground observation posts across 
the country (approx. 8 miles apart) including one at what is now Abbeydale 
Golf Course.  These 8 person bunkers contained radiation measuring 
equipment. 

Jan 1963 

‘Advising the Householder on Protection against Nuclear Attack’ was 
published mainly for use by the Civil Defence Corps.  It was the first such 
publication in the UK and formed the basis of the later ‘Protect and Survive’ 
booklet. 

Sep 1962 Fallex ’62 NATO exercise carried out. 

1966 The BBC film, The War Game, was produced though not widely broadcast. 

1968 
Civil Defence Corps abolished.  The main focus was on deterrence and state 
survival rather than general population survival from a nuclear exchange. 

1971 
County Councils were required to establish two protected bunkers: County 
Main and County Standby (in case the County Main was destroyed) 

Mid 
1970s 

Across the country there were approximately 7,000 sirens installed on public 
buildings - police and fire stations, local authority buildings etc. These would 
provide a ‘four minute warning’ of a missile attack. 

1976 
Protect and Survive booklet produced but not made widely available until 
1980. 

1979 Anti-nuclear Campaign (ANC) established in Sheffield. 

1979 A Regional Government HQ was to be established at Hexham and Shipton. 

Dec 1979 
UK government decided to modernise its nuclear arsenal, deciding to base 
cruise missiles at Greenham Common in Berkshire. 

1980 

District councils and public utilities were required to build emergency bunkers 
to complement the county structure.  Many were never completed.  However, 
the National Grid National Emergency Control Centre and the north eastern 
region peacetime control centre is at Beacon Hill, Leeds.  Yorkshire Water 
Authority built 10 emergency controls in its region, including one in Sheffield.  

May 1980 

Government’s Protect and Survive booklet published more widely, advising 
householders on what to do in the event of a nuclear attack. Public 
information films with the same title were also produced.  It was so derided 
that a planned revision for 1986 was abandoned. 

Sep 1980 
South Yorkshire County Council was the first local authority to declare itself 
‘nuclear free’1. 

Sep 1980 
Major national civil defence exercise, Square Leg, undertaken. In South 
Yorkshire it envisaged two nuclear strikes. 

Nov 1980 Sheffield City Council declared itself a nuclear free zone. 

1981 
Local authorities were required to appoint Emergency Planning Officers 
(EPO). 

1981/2 Demonstrations at Greenham Common. 

                                                 
1 Clarke, Michael and Marjorie Mowlam, Debate on Disarmament (Routledge, 1982) (page 8) 
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31 Dec 
1981 

120 local authorities had declared themselves ‘nuclear free’. 

c. 1982 
Sheffield City Council appointed a Nuclear Free Zone officer (Jim Coleman) in 
its Central Policy Unit. 

Mar 1982 A new ‘home guard’ to help in crises announced. 

1982 ‘When the Wind Blows’ by Raymond Briggs released. 

Sep 1982 
Sheffield City Council and Donetsk sign a declaration for peace and for the 
removal of fear and the threat of nuclear annihilation. 

Oct 1982 Government civil defence exercise ‘Operation Hard Rock’ cancelled. 

1983 Local authorities were ordered to draw up civil defence plans for nuclear war. 

Nov 1983 Cruise missiles arrived in the UK. 

1983 
US President Reagan launched Strategic Defence Initiative (known as ‘star 
wars’). 

1984 
Frankie Goes to Hollywood ‘Two Tribes’ [USA and USSR] becomes the top 
selling pop single in the UK. 

1984 Competition for ‘peace murals’ in launched in Sheffield. 

Sep 1984 BBC TV docudrama, Threads, broadcast. 

Aug 1985 BBC TV drama, The War Game, broadcast (20 years after it was made). 

Aug 1985 
St Paul’s Gardens in Sheffield renamed the Peace Gardens commemorating 
the Hiroshima bomb of 1945. 

1985 - 
1991 

Significant talks between the USA and USSR to reduce their weapon 
stockpiles. 

1986 
US President Reagan and USSR President Gorbachev resolved to remove all 
short and medium range missiles. 

Jul 1989 Sheffield hosted the bi-annual UK-USSR twinning conference. 

1989 USSR withdrew control over central and east European countries. 

Sep - Oct 
1989 

Brightfire civil defence exercise. 

1991 USSR dissolved. 

1991 ROC stood down. 

1992 
onwards 

Most local authority bunkers became civil contingency emergency planning 
centres. 

2001 Sheffield City Council withdraws from ‘Nuclear Free Local Authorities’. 



A selection of images from the collections at Sheffield Archives and Local 
Studies Library 
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Soviet map of Sheffield, 1977 (Sheffield Local 
Studies: S 35 S); Jobs & services: not bombs & 
missiles, 1980s (Sheffield Local Studies: MP 2884 
M); Detail from a leaflet issued to the public giving 
instructions of what to do in the event of a nuclear 
attack, Women's Voluntary Service for Civil 
Defence, 1960s (Sheffield Local Studies Library: 
MP 4426 S); Anti-American flier,1980s (Sheffield 
Local Studies: MP 2845 S); (Sheffield Local 
Studies: MP 3728 M); nuclear free zone opens 
defence HQ (South Yorkshire County Council, 
1982) (Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 3728 
M); Sheffield Peace Week flier, 1987 (Sheffield 
Local Studies Library: MP folder 3); You and the 
Bomb, c. 1981 (Sheffield Local Studies Library: 
MP folder 3) and Sheffield Anti-Nuclear campaign 
flier, 1980s (Sheffield Local Studies: MP 3727 M) 
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List of documents, books, photographs and other items available at Sheffield 
Libraries, Archives and Information  
 
Newspaper reports, etc. 
 
Relevant articles and features may appear in local newspapers. The main titles available at 
Sheffield Local Studies Library for the 20th century are: Sheffield Daily Telegraph, 1855 - 
1986; Sheffield Telegraph (weekly) 1989 - date; and the Star 1873 - date 
 
The Local Studies Library local newspaper cuttings collection will include articles about 
nuclear weapons, nuclear disarmament, etc 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: microfiche) 
 
The Sheffield Star ran a series of reports on The Bomb and You on 14th, 15th, 16th and 17th 
October 1980. 
 
Archives of some national newspapers are available online, notably The Times 
(http://archive.timesonline.co.uk) and The Guardian (http://archive.guardian.co.uk)  
 
 
General Works 
 
A search of the Sheffield Library catalogue for terms such as anti-nuclear, civil defence, 
nuclear war etc. reveals a number of titles from the 1950s onwards, for example:  
 
Brandon, Ruth, The Burning Question: the Anti-nuclear Movement Since 1945 (Heinemann, 
1987) 
(Sheffield Reference and Information Library: 341.67) 
 
O'Brien, T. H., Civil Defence (HMSO, 1955) 
(Sheffield Reference and Information Library: 940.544) 
 
Manual of Civil Defence. Vol.1, Nuclear Weapons (Home Office, 1959) 
(Sheffield Reference and Information Library: 358.39) 
 
Nuclear Weapons (Home Office, 1974) 
(Sheffield Reference and Information Library: 358.39)  
 
Civil Defence Circulars, 1950s (Civil Defence Department)  
(Sheffield Reference and Information Library: 355.232 F) 
 
War Plan UK: the Truth About Civil Defence in Britain (Burnett, 1982)  
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 355.232) 
 
Poole, Robert, Target North-West: Civil Defence and Nuclear War in Region 10  
(Richardson Institute for Conflict and Peace Research, 1982) 
(Sheffield Reference and Information Library: 341.67) 
 
CND Archives 1958-1980, and Pamphlets and Serials 1958-80 (microfilms) (Harvester 
Primary Social Sources: 3 The Left in Britain, Pt.5, Section 2) 
(Sheffield Reference and Information Library) 
 
 
 
 

http://archive.timesonline.co.uk/
http://archive.guardian.co.uk/
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Minnion, John, The CND Story: the First 25 Years in the Words of the People Involved 
(Allison and Busby, 1983) 
(Sheffield Central Library Store: 341.67) 
 
Higgins, Hugh The Cold War (Heinemann, 1974) 
(Sheffield Reference and Information Library: 327.1) 
 
 
Civil Defence / Emergency Planning 
 
Craine, Simon and Noel Ryan, Protection from the Cold (Wildtrack Publishing, 2011) 
(Civil Defence in South Yorkshire) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 909.82 S) 
 
Sheffield City Council, Civil Defence Committee signed minutes, 1951 - 1967 and requisition 
book, 1951 - 1963 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-CDW; copies also available at CA-CDC; SY341; CA627; CA673 and 
FSM/24/2). 
 
Sheffield City Council, Civil Defence Department files, 1949 - 1971 
(Sheffield Archives: CA674) 
 
Sheffield City Council minutes, reference to a donation to the Women’s Voluntary Services 
for Civil Defence, 1958 - 1959 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-MIN/96 page 306) 
 
Sheffield civil defence recruitment film (Sheffield is Calling You) from the 1950s which refers 
to the possibility of a nuclear attack is available via YouTube 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=21gfZmSA-qE  
 
Yorkshire Film Archive has a number of civil defence films including ‘Civil Defence West 
Park’, 1962 (no. 4071) which shows a Yorkshire Civil Defence rally in Hull, including 
Sheffield volunteers at a fallout information display www.yorkshirefilmarchive.com 
 
Photograph of civil defence exercises in Surrey Street, 1950s 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: Picture Sheffield: s22874) 
 
Photograph of Civil Defence Inspection of Mobile Column, Barkers Pool, 19 Oct 1954  
(Sheffield Archives: LD2479/1 p.89) 
 
Photograph of Civil Defence Exhibition, Central Library, 1956 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: Picture Sheffield: s26275, s26276 and s26277) 
 
Photographs of ROC monitoring station, [Abbeydale Gold Course], 2012 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: Picture Sheffield: c04159-c04164) 
 
Sheffield City Council minutes reference to the abolition of the Civil Defence Committee, 
1967 - 1968 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-MIN/10 page 5) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to civil defence / emergency planning, 
including, for instance, establishment of new county borough control centre, proposals to 
stand down of civil defence services, etc., c. 1966 - 1969 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/3) 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21gfZmSA-qE
http://www.yorkshirefilmarchive.com/
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Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to Association of Civil Defence Officers 
conference and revenue estimates for civil defence, c. 1969 - 1971 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/4) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to the disposal of former trophies of the 
Civil Defence Corps, c. 1971 - 1973 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/5) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to South Yorkshire County Council war 
emergency planning, 1976 - 1977 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/9)  
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to war appointments for Sheffield and 
the Emergency Planning, Home Defence Conference, 1979 - 1980 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/12) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to Emergency Planning, Home Defence 
Conference, 1980 - 1981 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/13) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to war emergency planning, 1981/2 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/14) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to Government proposals regarding civil 
defence, and conference on nuclear attacks, 1982/3  
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/15) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee references to Civil Defence (General Local Authority 
Functions) regulations 1983 and Civil Defence (Grant) (amendment) regulations 1983; Civil 
Defence Research Project and Nuclear Winter and Civil Defence conference, 1984 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/17) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to civil defence, planning assumption 
study and a civil defence research project, 1984 - 1985 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/18) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to Civil defence planning assumption 
study, 1985/6 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/19) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to the Government’s public information 
campaign on civil defence, 1987 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/24) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the Home Office video, ‘When 
Disaster Strikes’ and also a copy of the Sheffield and District labour Party manifesto which 
includes references to civil defence, 1987 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/25a part 2) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, includes the minutes of the Nuclear Free Zone 
Working Party which refer to the cancellation of the national civil defence exercise ‘Hard 
Rock’ and other matters, 1989 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/43 Appendix B Policy Review sub-committee (Policy) minutes 
of 31 Jan 1989) 
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Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, includes a resolution and a report regarding a letter 
received from the South Yorkshire Fire and Civil Defence Authority seeking information on 
wartime emergency planning, 1990 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/59 minutes of 31 Jul 1990 and Report KK) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee includes references to the Home Office consultation 
on emergency planning / civil defence in metropolitan areas, 1991 - 1992 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/72 minutes of 22 Oct 1991 and Report AA and CA-POL/75 
minutes of Jan 1992) 
 
Sheffield City Council, Environment, Health and Standards Programme Committee, Nuclear 
Issues Working Party minutes, 1993 – 1998 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-EHS) 
 
South Yorkshire County Council Policy Committee (responsible for emergency planning) 
minutes, 1974 - 1986 
(Sheffield Archives: SYCC-MIN) 
 
South Yorkshire and Nuclear War: information for the public in the county of South Yorkshire 
(South Yorkshire County Council, 1984) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 341.672 SST) 
 
Kemp, Stewart, Police War Duties (South Yorkshire Fire and Civil Defence Authority. 
Emergency Planning Unit, 1988) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 355.28 SSTQ) 
 
Kemp, Stewart, Planning Assumptions Study - Police War Duties (South Yorkshire Fire and 
Civil Defence Authority. 1988) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 355.28 SSTQ) 
 
Kemp, Stewart, Transport in War: South Yorkshire Planning Validation Document (1989) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 355.28 SSTQ) 
 
South Yorkshire Fire and Civil Defence Authority provisional war plans, 1988 - 1989 
No. 1 collection and distribution of information in war  
No. 2 control and co-ordination of action in war 
No. 2 Planning area 2: control and coordination 
No. 3 wartime public advice service 
No. 4 provision of wartime shelter 
No. 5 rescue in war (provisional) 
No. 6 accommodation and care of the homeless in war 
No. 7 environmental health in war 
No. 8 disposal of human remains in war 
No. 9 emergency feeding and food control 
No. 10 provision of works services in war 
No. 11A essential services (crisis location) 
No. 12 wartime volunteer scheme 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 355.28 SSTQ) 
 
Transition to War: NATO mobilisation and emergency powers: the implications for civil 
defence and local government. Planning validation report, no. 3 (South Yorkshire County 
Council, 1989) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 355.28 SSTQ) 
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Civil Defence liaison directory (2 vols) (South Yorkshire Fire and Civil Defence Authority, 
Emergency Planning Unit, 1989) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 355.28 SSTQ) 
 
Legislation directory (South Yorkshire Fire and Civil Defence Authority. Emergency Planning 
Unit, 1980) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 355.28 SSTQ) 
 
South Yorkshire Fire and Civil Defence Authority meetings referring to the establishment of 
an emergency planning unit, staff, war plan, emergency feeding exercise and nuclear 
facilities, etc., 1986 - 1990 
(Sheffield Archives: SYJA) 
 
South Yorkshire Police Authority, reference to war duties, 1988 - 1989 
(Sheffield Archives: SYJA/2/2/16a) 
 
Sheffield City Council planning applications:  

 Rivelin Valley Road, Sheffield, extension for civil defence purposes, c. 1951 
(Sheffield Archives: CA206/38355) 

 Eyre Lane and Surrey Street, Sheffield, Civil Defence Committee new civil defence 
headquarters, 1951 
(Sheffield Archives: CA206/43561) 

 Abbeydale Hall, Abbeydale Road South, Sheffield, Civil Defence Committee Civil 
Defence Main Control Centre, 1953 
(Sheffield Archives: CA206/44831) 

 Coulston Street, Spring Street and Lore Lane, Sheffield Civil Defence Committee 
civil defence rescue training headquarters and technical training establishment. 1958 
(Sheffield Archives: CA206/49697 and CA206/49729) 
 

Sheffield, St Mary, Beighton - civil defence siren (includes drawing of a typical siren 
installation), 1988 
(Sheffield Archives: DIOC/FAC/2248) 
 
Sheffield City Council, Housing Management Committee minutes, refer to the installation of 
air raid sirens and telephones for civil defence purposes on Council estates, release from 
requisition for air raid shelters, staff volunteers for industrial civil defence units, 1959 - 1962 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-HMC/2/1) 
 
Sheffield City Council, Education Department Civil Defence Emergency Feeding Scheme 
1964-1969 
(Sheffield Archives: CA762) 
 
Sheffield City Fire Brigade, civil defence requisitions book, 1951 - 1963 
(Sheffield Archives: SY341/C2/2) 
 
Association of Metropolitan Councils (AMC) Civil Defence Sub-committee minutes, etc, 1952 
- 1964 
(Sheffield Archives: CA437) 
 
Papers and photographs of an individual member of the ARP and Civil Defence 
Committees, 1938 - 1957 
(Sheffield Archives: MD7348) 
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Leaflets issued to the public giving instructions of what to do in the event of a nuclear attack 
in response to the cold war, (Women's Voluntary Service for Civil Defence, 1960s) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 4426 S) 
 
Sheffield Civil Defence Headquarters newsletters, nos. 53 and 54, Aug and Dec 1966 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 1612 M) 
 
Civil Defence Corps Sheffield Division Newsletter, Dec 1967 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 1544 S) 
 
Details of new Civil Defence HQ, Coulston Street, Sheffield in Quality of Sheffield, vol. 5 no. 
9, Sep 1958 (page 36) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 380 SQ) 
 
Account of opening of new Civil Defence training centre, Sheffield in Quality of Sheffield, vol. 
6 no. 5, May 1959 (page 34) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 380 SQ) 
 
Photograph of Nuclear Survival Shelters Ltd., 1980s 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: photograph G6 31 Main) 
 
Sheffield Area National Hospital Service Reserve minutes, papers and circulars, 1953 - 
1968 
(Sheffield Archives: NHS37/3 and NHS27/8) 
 
United Sheffield Hospitals Civil Defence Committee minutes, 1950 - 1959; Sheffield Area 
National Hospital Service Reserve Committee minutes, 1960  
(Sheffield Archives: NHS28/2/5/1) 
 
National Hospital Service Reserve, Sheffield Area, Civil Defence Committee minutes, 24 
Feb 1959 
(Sheffield Archives: NHS27/8/1) 
 
North Sheffield Hospital Area Civil Defence Committee, minutes, 18 Feb 1960 
(Sheffield Archives: NHS37/3/1) 
 
Sheffield Regional Hospital Board Civil Defence Committee minutes, 1950 - 1964  
(Sheffield Archives: NHS27/2/6) 
 
Copy correspondence between the United Sheffield Hospitals and Jessop Hospital and 
papers including lists of equipment at hospital; 'Organisation of Hospital Services in 
Wartime' issued by Sheffield Regional Hospital Board, 1959; memorandum about Blood 
Transfusion Service in wartime, 1959; Civil Defence training courses and equipment; 
'Scheme for Major Peacetime Emergencies' produced by Sheffield City, 1969 
(Sheffield Archives: NHS12/1/5/3/1) 
 
Notices produced by the Ministry of Health concerning arrangements for the National 
Hospital Service Reserve, civil defence arrangements at hospitals and operational control; 
Royal Warrant instituting the Civil Defence Long Service Medal, with explanatory 
memorandum, 1957 - 1961 
(Sheffield Archives: NHS37/3/4) 
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Letters sent from Sheffield Regional Hospital Board concerning civil defence and the 
operational control of hospital services in war time, including schedules of accommodation 
and facilities at hospitals, 1961 - 1963 
(Sheffield Archives: NHS37/3/2) 
 
Plans to disperse all health personnel in the event of a nuclear strike in Sheffield Free Press, 
Dec 1981 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 072.74 SF) 
 
Firth-Brown Ltd, correspondence and papers concerning Civil Defence in Industry and 
Commerce and Industrial Civil Defence offices, 1945 - 1963 
(Sheffield Archives: X306/1/7/4/11) 
 
Account of Exercise Fidelis in Quality of Sheffield, Mar 1955 (page 25) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 380 SQ) 
 
Yorkshire Water Authority: civil defence slides, 1960s 
(Sheffield Archives: YWA/12/3 Box 3) 
 
Civil Defence Manual for Water Undertakers issued by the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, 1960s 
(Sheffield Archives: YWA/14/14);  
 
Civil defence: proceedings of a conference of the Water Authorities Mutual Aid Organisation, 
1965 
(Sheffield Archives: YWA/14/14a) 
 
Sheffield Chamber of Commerce correspondence regarding Civil Defence and Industrial 
Emergency Services, 1973 - 1975 
(Sheffield Archives: LD2391) 
 
Sheffield Galleries and Museums Trust, Civil Defence ARP file, 1952 
(Sheffield Archives: SGMT box 44) 
 
Papers relating to ARP & Civil Defence, 1938 - 1957 
(Sheffield Archives: MD7348) 
 
Protect and Survive (Central Office of Information, 1980) 
(Sheffield Reference and Information Library: 623.38) 
 
Thompson, E. P., Protest and Survive (Penguin Books, 1980) 
(Sheffield Reference and Information Library: 341.67) 
 
Note on Sheffield City Council’s policy on civil defence in Sheffield Today, Oct 1982 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 972.74 SF) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield report and interviews regarding nuclear shelters [1980s] 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8101.6 band 9) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield - Richard Wainwright MP explains differences within the Liberal SDP 
Alliance on nuclear defence, 1986 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8606/6 band 1) 
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BBC Radio Sheffield - Director of Emergency Planning for South Yorkshire explains the 
county’s main emergency communication centre, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8612/3 band 4) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield, discussion of the emergency measures that would be used by the 
Government in case of the development of war, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8707/4) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield discussion with Simon Turney of the South Yorkshire Fire and Civil 
Defence Authority on nuclear war, Jul 1987 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8707/5 band 1) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield discussion, Simon Turney talks about South Yorkshire’s decision to 
publish their plans for providing facilities after a nuclear attack, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8812/8)  
 
BBC Radio Sheffield discussion regarding ‘nuclear winter’ theory, 27 Aug 1987 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8708/2 band 5) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield interview with Tony Benn regarding nuclear defence, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8612/1 band 1) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield interview with Parish Councillor Birkby who wants information on civil 
defence precautions in the event of a nuclear attack, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8003/13 band 2) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield discussion with new Civil Defence regulations, nuclear free zones, etc., 
1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8304/10 band 1) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield discussion with Cllr Roger Barton who opposes plans for civil defence 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8607/5 bands 2 and 4), 1980s 
 
For a list of ‘nuclear bunkers’ see http://www.subbrit.org.uk/category/civil-defence  
 
There are two former regional seats of government (RSG) or ‘Nuclear Bunkers’ remaining 
which are open to the public 
 

 Hack Green (Cheshire) www.hackgreen.co.uk  
 

 Kelvedon Hatch (Essex) www.secretnuclearbunker.com  
 
There are numerous former nuclear control centres / nuclear bunkers visitor attractions, the 
nearest being at York www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/york-cold-war-bunker  
 
The Government’s Protect and Survive public information films are available via YouTube, 
for example www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXx5Y2Fr2bk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.subbrit.org.uk/category/civil-defence
http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
http://www.secretnuclearbunker.com/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/york-cold-war-bunker
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXx5Y2Fr2bk
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Nuclear Free Zones 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to Nuclear Free Zones Conference, and 
a resolution regarding transport of nuclear waste, 1980 - 1981 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/13) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the formation and work of the Nuclear 
Free Zones Advisory Committee, Nuclear Free Zones Conference and Campaign, 
contribution to updating "The War Game", the Nuclear Free Zones Conference, etc., 1981 - 
1982 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/14) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the work of the Sheffield Nuclear 
Free Zone Advisory Committee, the establishment of a Nuclear Free Zones administrative 
post, designs for peace murals, the campaign and publicity for nuclear free zones, briefings 
on nuclear attacks, etc., 1982 - 1983 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/15) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the work of the Sheffield Nuclear 
Free Zone Advisory Committee including the association of local authorities regarding 
nuclear free zones, financial gift to the Greenham Common Peace Women, a joint peace 
declaration, information for schools, civil defence and council employees, murals, postcards, 
road signs, a peace collection, poem for peace competition, transport of fuel, etc., 1983 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/16) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the work of the Sheffield Nuclear 
Free Working Party including, grant to the Nuclear Free Zone Local Authority National 
Steering Committee, anti-nuclear bonfire, support for "Can't play - won't play", nomination for 
Nobel Peace Prize for Greenham Common Peace Group, informational material in City 
Libraries, postcards, road signs, report on peace education, "South Yorkshire and Nuclear 
War" South Yorkshire County Council booklet, support for "Threads" television programme, 
distribution of leaflet "You and the Bomb", grant to Scientists Against Nuclear Arms, etc., 
1984 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/17) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to nuclear free zone local authorities 
conferences, the Nuclear Free Zone Working Party and the National Steering Committee of 
Nuclear Free Zones, 1984 - 1985 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/18) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the Third International Conference on 
Nuclear Free Zones, the New Zealand nuclear free zone, a Nuclear free zone banner, 
International Nuclear free zones day, nuclear free zones initiatives conference, and the 
Nuclear Free Zone Working Party, road transport of nuclear warheads, 1985 - 1986  
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/19) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the International Nuclear Free Zones 
Day, nuclear free zones initiatives in libraries, advertising, use of logo, Nuclear Free Zone 
Local Authorities, Sheffield Nuclear Free Zone Working Party and road transport of nuclear 
weapons, 1986 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/20) 
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Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the Nuclear Free Zone Local 
Authorities AGM, Sheffield Nuclear Free Zones Working Party and road transport of nuclear 
weapons, 1986 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/21) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the Nuclear Free Zone Working 
Party, International Nuclear Free Zones Day 1987, Local Authorities AGM, Sheffield Nuclear 
Free Zones Working Party and road transport of nuclear weapons, 1987 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/24-25) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, includes minutes of the Nuclear Free Zone Working 
Party, 15 May 1987 and 17 Mar 1988 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/25a part 2 and CA-POL/35 appendix L: Policy Review sub-
Committee (Policy) Committee, 10 May 1988) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, includes reference to the transportation of 
radioactive weapons material, 1988 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/35 appendix A: Police and Community Safety Panel, 9 May 
1988) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, includes the minutes of the Nuclear Free Zone 
Working Party which refer to the purchase by the City Council of the Picasso Dove sketch 
and other matters, 1989 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/43 Appendix B Policy Review sub-committee (Policy) minutes 
of 31 Jan 1989) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, includes a report from the Director of Health and 
Consumer Services to the Environment Panel (Policy) entitled ‘Nuclear Free Zones National 
Steering Committee’, 1990 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/58 Minutes 18 Jun 1990 Appendix E) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the transportation of nuclear 
weapons, 1989 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/45 appendix A minutes of the Police and Community Safety 
(Policy) Committee minutes, 20 Mar 1989) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the bulletin of the National Steering 
Committee of Nuclear Free Zone Local Authorities, 1991 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/64 appendix A plus two further appendices - minutes of the 
Environment Panel (Policy) Committee minutes, 7 Jan 1991 and CA-POL/66 Reports B and 
C) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the bulletin of the National Steering 
Committee of Nuclear Free Zone Local Authorities, 1991 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/68 minutes and report of the Environment Panel (Policy) 
Committee minutes, 4 Mar 1991) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the nuclear issues, including 
weapons, etc., 1991 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/71 Report A1 minutes and report of the Environment Panel 
(Policy) Committee minutes, 2 Sep 1991 and report (after appendix C)) and CA-POL/73 
minutes of 2 Sep 1991 and appendix A) 
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Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, report of the Nuclear Free Local Authorities 
conference, 1991 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/73 report E and CA-POL/74 report A) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield interview - Councillor Barton, chair of the Nuclear Free Zone 
Committee explains it would like to see murals on the peace theme in Sheffield, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 830315 band 1) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield interview - Sir Ron Ironmonger discusses report that nuclear waste has 
been transported though South Yorkshire, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8103/7 band 11) 
 
BBC radio Sheffield interview - Cllr Jack Brown says South Yorkshire County Council is 
opposed to an exercise to show the effects of nuclear war, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: 425 8109/3 band 7) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield interview - Member of the Anti-Nuclear Campaign and Cllr Jack Brown 
want information from British Rail about transmission of weapons through South Yorkshire, 
1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8110/5 band 7) 
 
Hiroshima Nagasaki Never Again! - international nuclear free zone local authority week of 
activity, Aug 1985 (Sheffield City Council, 1985) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 3729 M) 
 
A Nuclear Free Zone for South Yorkshire in Nalgo News, Oct 1980  
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 352.042 SQ) 
 
Notes of the South Yorkshire Nuclear Free Zone in Sheffield Today, May 1982 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 072.74 SF) 
 
Illustrated article regarding a nuclear bomb being transported through South Yorkshire in 
Yorkshire Miner, Oct 1981 (page 9) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 622.2 SF) 
 
Notes on train carrying nuclear warheads through South Yorkshire in Sheffield Free Press, 
Dec 1981 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 072.74 SF) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield report that nuclear warheads are being transported though South 
Yorkshire, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8106/10 band 5) 
 
Nuclear Free zone opens defence HQ below Cusworth Hall, Doncaster [for one day of public 
viewing as part of South Yorkshire County Council's overall anti-nuclear policy]  
(South Yorkshire County Council, 1982) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 3728 M) 
 
David Blunket, MP for Sheffield Brightside, file regarding nuclear free zones / CND, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: 1988/34 box 32 and 1993/104add 15604) 
 
Nuclear Free Sheffield and South Yorkshire, postcards, 1980s  
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: Picture Sheffield (K9 11 postcard)  
 
Nuclear Free local Authorities (NFLA) www.nuclearpolicy.info 

http://www.nuclearpolicy.info/
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Peace and Peace Movements 
 
World Peace Congress, letter of protest regarding, 1950 - 1951 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-MIN/88 page 324) 
 
Press cuttings regarding the World Peace Congress (including the visit of Picasso) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 716 M and MP 3371 M) 
 
Moore, Bill, Cold War in Sheffield: The Second World Peace Congress (Sheffield Trades 
Council, Peace sub-committee, 1950) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 341.1 S) 
 
Barker, Bas and Lynda Starker, Free But Not Easy (Derbyshire County Council, 1989) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 331.88 S) 
 
Brief article regarding the Congress in News (City of Sheffield), Oct 1988 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 324.42 SF) 
 
Life magazine, 4 Dec 1950  
(available via googlebooks http://tinyurl.com/cjzokfz)  
 
The Manchester Guardian Weekly, volume 63, 1950  
(available via googlebooks http://tinyurl.com/cno7r8p)  
 
HM Government cabinet minutes / secretary’s note book, 1950  
(The National Archives: CAB/128/18 and CAB/195/8, CAB/129/143 
http://tinyurl.com/c29bvq3,  http://tinyurl.com/clv9uad and http://tinyurl.com/bu5wbcp)  
 
HM Government Foreign Office file:  Second World Peace Congress Sheffield/Warsaw, 
1950 
(The National Archives: FO 1110/370) 
 
British Pathe News film reporting on the World Peace Conference at Sheffield as ‘a suspect 
kind of peace propaganda’, 1950 
www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=34690 
  
Hansard Parliamentary debate on the admission of foreigners to the World Peace 
Conference at Sheffield in 1950 
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1950/nov/14/congress-sheffield-admission-of  
 
Deery, P. ‘The Dove Flies East: Whitehall, Warsaw and the 1950 World Peace Congress’ in 
Australian Journal of Politics & History (2002), vol. 48, pages 449-468 
 
Amalgamated Engineering Union, resolution - Branch condemns members of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party who voted for the rearmament of Western Germany [West 
Germany], "it not being in the interest of the working class of Britain and a danger to World 
Peace”, 26 Feb 1954 
(Sheffield Archives: X292/1/13) 
 
Sheffield City Council and Donetsk (USSR) declaration for peace and for the removal of fear 
and the threat of nuclear annihilation, 1982 
(Sheffield Archives: CA617/2) 
 
 

http://tinyurl.com/cjzokfz
http://tinyurl.com/cno7r8p
http://tinyurl.com/c29bvq3
http://tinyurl.com/clv9uad
http://tinyurl.com/bu5wbcp
http://www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=34690
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1950/nov/14/congress-sheffield-admission-of
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Declaration of the twin cities of Bochum (West Germany) and Sheffield for the promotion of 
peace and against a further arms race, 1983 
(Sheffield Archives: CA631) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to Sheffield Peace Liaison Committee 
march and festival, 1981/2 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/14) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to Sheffield Peace Liaison Committee 
and the use of premises for a Peace Shop and joint declaration of peace with Bochum, West 
Germany, 1982 - 1983 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/15) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to joint peace delegation from Stara 
Zagora, Bulgaria, Sheffield Peace Shop, City Library Peace Collection, a report on peace 
education, etc., 1983 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/16) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to the Sheffield Peace Shop,  
grants to Sheffield Peace Films Group, Sheffield Peace Liaison Committee, support for the 
Peace Demonstration Organising Committee and an invitation from the Bertrand Russell 
Peace Foundation Ltd., 1984 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/17)  
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to "One World" peace song, Sheffield 
Peace Films Group, Mayors for Peace Conferences, joint peace declaration, National Peace 
Book Week, "Peace Child", peace education, peace videos, and the Turkish Peace, 1984 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/18) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to peace through NATO, 1985/6 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/19) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to peace education and Sheffield Peace 
Shop, 1986 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/20) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference peace declaration with Hiroshima 
[Japan], peace advertising campaign, Peace Conference and Council Aid and Sheffield 
Peace Week, 1986 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/21) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to Peace Education Conference, peace 
education in schools, etc., 1987 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/24) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to the Ministry of Defence video ‘Keeping 
the Peace’ and the Council’s view on it, 1987 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/25) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to peace education in schools, 1987 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/25a part 2) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, appendix G, Report of the Schools sub-committee 
on the Ministry of Defence video ‘Keeping the Peace’, 25 Nov 1987 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/31) 
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Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, report by the Nuclear Free Zone Officer entitled 
‘Rearrangement of responsibilities: public protection, peace and cultural co-operation’, 1989 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/43 Appendix B) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to two delegates to the Conference of 
Peace Messenger Cities at Yokohama, Japan, Jul 1991 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/70) 
 
Leaflets and flyers, etc. relating to the Sheffield Peace Festivals, Sheffield Peace Shop, etc, 
c. 1981 - 1989 (includes programmes for Sheffield Peace Festivals 1987-1989, 'You and the 
Bomb' published by Barnsley, Doncaster and Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Councils, 
Sheffield City Council and South Yorkshire County Council [c. 1981]; flyer from Sheffield 
Peace Resources Centre, c. 1981; civil defence leaflet produced by 'Nalgo against the 
nukes' c. 1984; discussion document on the need for a peace centre, c. 1982 and a flyer for 
the National Women's Peace Weekend in Sheffield, May 1984. 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: Miscellaneous Papers folder 3) 
 
Sheffield Peace Forum, minutes and papers, c. 1981 - 2009 
(Sheffield Archives: X588) 
 
Sheffield Peace Shop, brief note regarding opening in Darts, 27 Nov 1985  
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 378.4274 SF) 
 
Chatterjee, Debjani and Chris Searle, Peaces: Poems for Peace by Sheffield Schoolchildren 
(1987) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 821.08 SST) 
 
Peace Murals - a competition for brick mural designs in Sheffield City Centre, 1984 
This competition was organised by Sheffield City Council with the support of the Yorkshire 
Arts Association.  The Arts Department, the Department of Planning and Design and the 
Nuclear Free Zone Working Party sought designs for a mural to enhance the city centre 
environment and demonstrate Sheffield’s stand for world peace. 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: PAMP 900/1 S) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield report on ‘Peace through NATO’ exhibition that couldn’t be held in 
Sheffield as it was against Council policy, 180s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8501/11 band 4) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield interview with a professor from the USSR regarding the prospects for 
world peace, Apr 1986 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8604/10 band 7) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield interviews with a member of the Sheffield Peace Action Group 
(including a sit in at the Army recruiting shop in Sheffield), 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8304/3 band 3 and 8305/9 band 3) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield interview with Dennis Healey MP, one of the speakers at the Towns 
and Peace Conference, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8601/8 band 3) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield report on the World Peace Conference, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8512/4 band 5) 
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BBC Radio Sheffield report on the opening of the Sheffield Peace Shop, c. 1985 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8304/0 band 4) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield report on how Sheffield is marking the 40th anniversary of the atomic 
bomb attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 1985 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8508/6) 
 
Sheffield tomorrow? - monthly news-sheet covering all anti-nuclear activity in the Sheffield 
area (Sheffield Peace Liaison Committee, 1980s) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 2849 (A-B) S) 
 
Broomhill and Hunter's Bar for Peace, No more Hiroshimas, 1980s 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 2618 S) 
 
Peace Movement march in Sheffield Free Press, Apr 1982 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 072.74 SF) 
 
Sheffield Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 
http://sheffieldwilpf.wordpress.com 
 
 
Disarmament and Anti-Nuclear Campaigns 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, letter from Dyfed County Council regarding nuclear 
weapons, and South Yorkshire County Council resolution regarding nuclear weapons, etc., 
1980/1 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/14) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to Nuclear Disarmament Conference, 
support from Greater London Council for the World Disarmament Campaign and twinning 
links with American towns World Disarmament Campaign, nuclear weapons and South 
Yorkshire County Council resolution regarding nuclear weapons resolution, 1981/2 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/14) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to affiliation to Anti Trident campaign, 
Scientists Against Nuclear Arms, Sheffield Youth Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, 
1982/83 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/15) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to demonstration organised by Campaign 
For Nuclear Disarmament, Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament conference, Madrid [Spain] 
appeal for disarmament and Scientists Against Nuclear Arms 1983 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/16) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to grant to Scientists' Against Nuclear 
Arms, and support for the national conference of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, 
1984 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/17) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to CND Leaflet, "What is a Nuclear Free 
Zone?", Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament Conference, European Nuclear Disarmament 
conference, first national assembly of the British nuclear weapons freeze,  Yorkshire and 
Humberside Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 1984/5 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/18) 
 

http://sheffieldwilpf.wordpress.com/
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Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, references to the Campaign for Nuclear 
disarmament, 1985 - 1987 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/19-20, 24-25) 
 
South Yorkshire County Council Anti-Nuclear Working Group, minutes, 1983 - 1986, papers 
1980 - 1986 
(Sheffield Archives: SYCC) 
 
South Yorkshire County Council Anti-Nuclear Working Party, Anti-nuclear bulletin, 1981 - 
1983 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 358.39 SQ; feature issue, Jul/Aug 1982 also available at 
Sheffield Archives: SYCC) 
 
South Yorkshire Nuclear Action Group, article, Sheffield Free Press, No. 15, May/Jun 1977 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 072.74 SF) 
 
Sheffield CND - minutes, 1963 - 1967; Hillsborough Branch AEU minutes 1958-1973; cash 
book 1968-1970; register 1959-1965; News from Sheffield CND, 1985 onwards; Jobs not 
bombs - join CND, 1980s; Jobs & services: not bombs & missiles [demonstration], 1980s; 
AGM, 1983; Conference report, 1982; Britain is America's nuclear launch pad: is this what 
you want? demonstration, 1984; Join Sheffield CND c. 2000; replacement of the Trident 
nuclear weapons system, 2005;  
(Sheffield Archives: LD243 - LD249 and X213/3/2) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library:  341.672 SQ; MP 2840 S; MP 2844 S; MP 2845 S; MP 
3722 M; MP 3725 M; MP 3829 S; MP 5744 M) 
 
Sheffield Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament www.sheffieldcnd.org.uk  
 
Letters from Sheffield Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament noted in Sheffield City Council 
minutes, 1961/2 and 1963/4 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-MIN/99 pages 48 and 70 and CA-MIN/101 page 21) 
 
CND, national conferences (held in Sheffield in 1982 and 1985), note, Darts, 25 Nov 1982 
and 27 Nov 1985  
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 378.4274 SF) 
 
Joan Maynard, MP for Sheffield Brightside, papers regarding CND, 1976 
(Sheffield Archives: MPA/3/12) 
 
Sanity, CND magazine referenced in Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, 1986  
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/20 pages 65 and 81) 
 
Poems for Peace: Sheffield CND invites you to a literary evening to be held in honour of the 
winners of the first national peace poetry competition (Sheffield CND, 1980s)  
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 2839 S) 
 
Scrapbooks (includes some items relating to CND and nuclear weapons, etc., 1980s - 1990s 
(Sheffield Archives: X110/2/8, X110/2/11 and X110/2/17)  
 
CND rally in Norfolk Park, interviews with Councillor Blunkett and Thwaites on their reason 
for attending, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8204/2 band 1) 
 
 

http://www.sheffieldcnd.org.uk/
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CND national chairman talks of the national conference in Sheffield, links between Sheffield 
and Donetsk, etc., 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8211/1 band 2 and (Sheffield Archives: SY425 8211/9 band 1) 
 
National Union of Teachers (NUT) turns down a motion to join CND.  Sheffield teacher and 
newly appointed Peace Officer explains the decision, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8304/2 band 2) 
 
CND, interviews with General Secretary, Bruce Kent, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8304/9 band 4; 8304/11 band 1 and 8607/4 band 4) 
 
CND, debates between CND and Peace through NATO, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8403/6; 8403/16; 8508/2) 
 
Sheffield Anti-Nuclear Campaign (ANC) - minutes, news sheets, papers, etc., 1981 - 1984; 
No to cruise missiles: a torchlight procession, [1980]; Festival flier, Weston Park, [1980];  
leaflets protesting against nuclear weapons and especially cruise missiles, 1980s; Sheffield 
Show 1981: Sheffield for disarmament: stop cruise missiles;  Sheffield mailing list, 1982; 
Programmes for the Sheffield Anti-Nuclear Festivals, 1981 - 1982; Sheffield and South 
Yorkshire comprehensively anti-nuclear!; Stop nuclear power now!, Sheffield Anti-Nuclear 
Campaign says extend the 'Nuclear-free zone' 1980s; A Nuclear - free Europe silent 
torchlight procession, 1982 
(Sheffield Archives: X213 and (Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 941 L; MP 2746 S; MP 
2690 S; MP 2749 S; MP 2830 S; MP 2833 S; MP 2837 S; MP 2843 S; MP 2847 S; MP 3723 
M; MP 3727 M) 
 
Anti-Nuclear Campaign (Sheffield), article regarding the group’s formation, Sheffield 
Chronicle, 4 Jul 1980 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 052.74 SF) 
 
Anti-Nuclear Campaign (Sheffield), action, noted in Sheffield Free Press, May 1980 (page 3) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 072.74 SF) 
 
Field, John, Homing in ... Civil Defence in South Yorkshire (European Nuclear Disarmament, 
1980) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 4127 M) 
 
Sheffield END (European Nuclear Disarmament) - Nuclear weapons, 1986; poster, 1980 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 1825 M; MP 930 L) 
 
European Nuclear Disarmament, members talks of campaign, 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8211/7 band 2) 
 
Protest and survive [programme of events organised by Sheffield European Nuclear 
Disarmament Group], 1980s 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 2616 S) 
 
Hoy, Linds (ed) Poems for Peace (Sheffield CND, 1986) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 341.67 SST) 
 
Frank Hooley, MP for Sheffield Heeley, constituency and general correspondence files 
include references to nuclear disarmament, 1970s - 1980s 
(Sheffield Archives: MPB) 
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David Blunket file regarding nuclear free zones / CND 
(Sheffield Archives: 1988/34 box 32 and 1993/104add 15604) 
 
United Nations Sheffield Branch, general correspondence file includes references to 
disarmament, c. 1976 - 1997 
(Sheffield Archives: X7/2/2/1) 
 
Amalgamated Engineering Union, Sheffield No. 9 Branch ‘welcomes Pope John's encyclical 
and his condemnation of nuclear war’, 26 Apr 1963 
(Sheffield Archives: X292/1/15) 
 
Note on the anti-nuclear campaign in Sheffield Free Press, May 1981 (page 4) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 072.74 SF) 
 
Peace/Anti Nuclear contacts in the Sheffield area, 1980s 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 3726 M) 
 
Sheffield City Council, resolution as to protest against testing of nuclear weapons, 1957/8 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-MIN/95 page 170) 
 
County Liaison Committee on Anti-Nuclear Matters (established 1983) copy minutes and 
papers (includes leaflet ‘South Yorkshire and Nuclear War’), 1983 - 1985 
(Sheffield Archives: SYCC) 
 
'Blast!', no.1, magazine of Crookes Walkley Anti-Nuclear Group, 1983 is available in the 
papers of Papers of Nigel (Nog) Clark, International Socialists and Socialist Workers Party at 
Warwick University (ref. CLA) 
http://dscalm.warwick.ac.uk/DServe/dserve.exe?dsqIni=Dserve.ini&dsqApp=Archive&dsqDb
=Catalog&dsqCmd=NaviTree.tcl&dsqField=RefNo&dsqItem=CLA  

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament archives are at the British Library of Political and 
Economic Science (ref. CND) www2.lse.ac.uk/library/archive/Home.aspx  

Records of the Yorkshire and Humberside CND branch are at the Wakefield Branch of West 
Yorkshire Archives (ref. HND) www.archives.wyjs.org.uk/   

Yorkshire Film Archive: film 4509 relates to an anti-nuclear demonstration outside the RAF 
Finningley air base in July 1970 www.yorkshirefilmarchive.com  
 
 
Threat and War Scenarios 
 
Hines, Barry, Threads (BBC, 1984) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: DVD 125; also available in several community libraries) 
 
BBC Radio Sheffield report on the production and filming of Threads, c. 1983/4  
(Sheffield Archives: SY425 8409/11 band 3) 
 
Mangan, Michael, Threads and other Sheffield Plays (Sheffield Academic Press, 1990) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 822.08 S) 
 
 
 
 
 

http://dscalm.warwick.ac.uk/DServe/dserve.exe?dsqIni=Dserve.ini&dsqApp=Archive&dsqDb=Catalog&dsqCmd=NaviTree.tcl&dsqField=RefNo&dsqItem=CLA
http://dscalm.warwick.ac.uk/DServe/dserve.exe?dsqIni=Dserve.ini&dsqApp=Archive&dsqDb=Catalog&dsqCmd=NaviTree.tcl&dsqField=RefNo&dsqItem=CLA
http://www2.lse.ac.uk/library/archive/Home.aspx
http://www.archives.wyjs.org.uk/
http://www.yorkshirefilmarchive.com/
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BBC South Yorkshire webpage on the Threads docudrama 
www.bbc.co.uk/southyorkshire/content/image_galleries/threads_gallery.shtml?15  
Suggested effects of a 10 megaton bomb on Sheffield in Sheffield Free Press, Jul - Aug 
1980 (page 3) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 072.74 SF) 
 
If a one-megaton bomb hit Sheffield (Sheffield CND, 1980) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 3724 M) 
 
Effects of an explosion on the Barnsley area in Yorkshire Miner, Oct 1980 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 622.2 SF) 
 
Russian [Soviet Union] map of Sheffield, 1977 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: S 34 S) 
 
Sheffield City Council Policy Committee, reference to the 'War Game' film, 1981/2 
(Sheffield Archives: CA-POL/14) 
 
 
Library, archive and museum collections held elsewhere 
 
The national register of Archives (NRA) contains information on the nature and location of 
manuscripts and historical records that relate to British history 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/default.asp  
 
The Access to Archives online database (A2A) contains catalogues describing archives held 
locally in England and Wales www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a 
 
The Archives Hub contains catalogues describing archives held in universities and colleges 
in the UK www.archiveshub.ac.uk/mar04.shtml 
 
The National Archives (TNA) holds records of central government departments and 
agencies, including the War office, Ministry of Defence, Home Office etc. 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. You can view elements of the Protect and Survive film here: 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/films/1964to1979/filmpage_warnings.htm and 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/films/1964to1979/filmpage_casualties.htm  
 
National Cold War exhibition at RAF Cosford www.nationalcoldwarexhibition.org 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/southyorkshire/content/image_galleries/threads_gallery.shtml?15
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/default.asp
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a
http://www.archiveshub.ac.uk/mar04.shtml
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/films/1964to1979/filmpage_warnings.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/films/1964to1979/filmpage_casualties.htm
http://www.nationalcoldwarexhibition.org/


 
 
 
 
 

Sheffield Archives and Local Studies services collect and preserve original 
records and printed material relating to Sheffield and the surrounding area. 
 
The information dates from the 12th century to the present and relates to 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire and north Derbyshire.  
 
Included are extensive collections of books ● pamphlets ● photographs ● 
church registers ● newspapers ● census records ● minutes ● diaries ● 
films ● maps ● deeds ● records from schools ● hospitals ● businesses and 
charities ● family estates ● personal papers etc. 
 
Our facilities include: 
 
Study areas ● expert staff on hand to help you make the most of your visit 
● a library of reference books ● photocopying and photography services ● 
free Internet access ● microform machines and printers ● catalogues and 
indexes ● a range of useful publications for sale ● CD-Rom library ● on-
line image library. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adding to our collections 

Sheffield Libraries and Archives seeks to preserve information about 
events in our city’s history. If you have photographs or personal papers 
that may be worth preserving please consider safeguarding them for 
current and future generations by placing them in the care of Sheffield 
Libraries and Archives. It is only through the generosity of individuals and 
organisations that we are able to have a complete record of important 
events in the history of Sheffield and the nation. We are interested in 
photographs, flyers and posters, minutes of meetings etc. For advice on 
record keeping and the facilities we offer please contact us 
archives@sheffield.gov.uk or 0114 203 9395. 
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Sheffield Local Studies Library Sheffield Archives 
1st floor 52 Shoreham Street 
Central Library Sheffield 
Surrey Street S1 4SP 
Sheffield  
S1 1XZ  
  
Tel: 0114 273 4753 Tel: 0114 203 9395 
Fax: 0114 273 5009 Fax: 0114 203 9398 
  
localstudies.library@sheffield.gov.uk archives@sheffield.gov.uk 
  
www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives  
 

www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives  
 

  
  
(selected) Sheffield Local Studies Library 
catalogue  
http: 
//library.sheffield.gov.uk/uhtbin/webcat  
 

(selected) Archives catalogues:  
www.calmview.eu/SheffieldArchives/CalmView  
and 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a  
 

 
For 50,000 images of Sheffield: www.picturesheffield.com 

 
 

www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives 

 

www.twitter.com/shefflibraries 

 
www.flickr.com/photos/shefflibraries/collectio
ns/72157629374979280/ 

 
 www.youtube.com/user/SheffieldArchives1 

 

www.facebook.com/shefflibraries  
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