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Introduction: 
 
This guide details the records of overseers of the poor from a number of 
parishes, as well as other records relating to poor relief before the introduction 
of the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834. 
 
For a more comprehensive list of Poor Law records (including records which 
pre-date the Old Poor Law and also records which relate to the New Poor Law 
and hence post-date 1834) see our study guide on Poor Law records and for 
records relating to workhouses see our separate study guide on Sheffield 
Workhouses both available at www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives (click on 
publications). 
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Pauper Apprenticeship Records (indentures, lists of apprentices, etc). 
 

 Beighton (Derbyshire), 1674 - 1713 (Sheffield Archives: MD5788) 
 Bolton Upon Dearne, 1712 - 1834 and 1796 - 1806 (Sheffield Archives: 

PR9/91 and PR9/19) 
 Bradfield, (copies) [1632 - 1738] (Sheffield Archives: RC/157/7454-

7494) 
 Bradfield (and Westnall and Waldershelf), 1701 - 1776 (Sheffield 

Archives: Wil. D/457) 
 Bradfield, 1774 (Sheffield Archives: RC/12) 
 Ecclesfield, 1676 - 1765 (Sheffield Archives: PR54/148/1) 
 Ecclesfield, 1825 (Sheffield Archives: MD3618) 
 Foolow (Derbyshire), 1710 - 1830 (Sheffield Archives: Bag C/566) 
 Harthill, c. 1701 - 1776 and 1747 - 1828 (Sheffield Archives: PR47/55 

and PR47/94-95) 
 Hooton Roberts, 1767 - 1819 (Sheffield Archives: PR26/22) 
 Norton, 1788 - 1822 (Sheffield Archives: CA29/3) 
 Norton, 1798 (Sheffield Archives: SSC/672)  
 Rawmarsh, 1782 (Sheffield Archives: MD2692/30) 
 Sheffield, 1682 (Sheffield Archives: SpSt/20/14)   
 Sheffield, 1725 - 1781 (Sheffield Archives: TC/433-434) 
 Sheffield, 1766 (Sheffield Archives: RC/17) 
 Sheffield, 1772 (Sheffield Archives: SSC/670) 
 Sheffield, 1790 (Sheffield Archives: MD3616) 
 Sheffield (and also Guiseley and Otley [West Yorkshire]), [18th cent?] 

(Sheffield Archives: TC/367/34-36) 
 Staveley (Chesterfield, Derbyshire), 1782 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1753) 
 Thorpe Salvin, 1803 - 1813 and 1837 (Sheffield Archives: 

MD1237/157-158) 
 Todwick, 1754 (Sheffield Archives: PR1/16) 
 Westnall and Waldershelf (Bradfield), 1701 - 1776 (Sheffield Archives: 

Wil. D/457) 
 Whiston (Rotherham), c. 1710 - 1735 (Sheffield Archives: MD6625) 

 
Bastardy Papers (bonds, maintenance orders, examinations, etc.) 
 

 Baslow (Derbyshire), 1826 (Sheffield Archives: MD6167) 
 Bolton Upon Dearne, 1725 and 1748 - 1833 (Sheffield Archives: 

PR9/96 and PR9/90) 
 Bradfield (and Westnall and Waldershelf), 1720/1 - 1770 (Sheffield 

Archives: Wil. D/457) 
 Bradfield, transcripts and index [c. 1721 - 1840] (Sheffield Archives: 

MD7277) 
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 Dodworth and Silkstone (Barnsley), 1703 - 1784 (Sheffield Archives: 
MD3171/5) 

 Ecclesfield, 1758 (Sheffield Archives: PR54/148/3) 
 Handsworth, 1699 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1691) 
 Handsworth, 1809 - 1817 (Sheffield Archives: CA19/1) 
 Harthill, 1735 - 1834 (Sheffield Archives: PR47/96) 
 Hooton Roberts, 1767 - 1819 (Sheffield Archives: PR26/22) 
 Sheffield (and Rotherham), 1742 - 1754 (Sheffield Archives: TC/435) 
 Sheffield, 1780 (Sheffield Archives: MD256) 
 Silkstone (see Dodworth) 
 Thorpe Salvin, 1659 - 1839 (Sheffield Archives: MD1237/1-156) 
 Todwick, 1817 (Sheffield Archives: PR1/16) 
 Totley, 1825 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1845) 
 Westnall and Waldershelf (Bradfield), 1720/1 - 1770 (Sheffield 

Archives: Wil. D457) 
 Whiston (Rotherham), 1673, 1688 and 1732 (Sheffield Archives: 

MD6625) 
 Whiston (Rotherham), 1701 - 1829 and 1800 - 1826 (Sheffield 

Archives: PR37/46 and PR37/55) 
 
Overseers of the Poor Accounts etc. 
 

 Attercliffe, 1676 - 1788 (Sheffield Archives: CA26/1) 
 Attercliffe, 1819 - 1890 (Sheffield Archives: CA15/3) 
 Beighton (and Hackenthorpe), 1750 - 1753 (Sheffield Archives: 

MD5786/3) 
 Bolton Upon Dearne, 1796 - 1808 and 1832 - 1837 (Sheffield Archives:  

PR9/90 and PR9/20) 
 Bradfield, (copies of accounts), [1635 - 1779] (Sheffield Archives: 

RC/167/15) 
 Bradfield (and Westnall and Waldershelf), 1739 - 1757 (Sheffield 

Archives: Wil. D/457) 
 Bradfield, 1773 - 1774 (Sheffield Archives: RC/13-14) 
 Bradfield, 1825 (Sheffield Archives: CA63/3) 
 Bradwell (Derbyshire), 1781 - 1784 (Sheffield Archives: OD/1179) 
 Brightside Bierlow, 1800, 1828 - 1829 (Sheffield Archives: CA16/9-10) 
 Burghwallis (Doncaster), accounts on microfilm covering dates [1701 - 

1791] (Sheffield Archives: Microfilm A92) 
 Dodworth (Barnsley), 1755 - 1756 (Sheffield Archives: MD3171/2-3) 
 Dore, 1720 - 1830 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1258) 
 Dore and Totley, 1732 - 1772 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1715) 
 Dungworth Barlow [Bierlow] (West Yorkshire), transcript of list of 

payments, [1699] (Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 1582 M) 
 Ecclesall, 1827 - 1831 (Sheffield Archives: CA18/6-15) 
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 Ecclesfield, c. 1680 - 1750 and 1712 - 1768 (Sheffield Archives: 
PR54/87 and PR54/144-145) 

 Ecclesfield, poorhouse expenses [1737 - 1766] and names of 
poorhouse visitors (taken from above PR54 records) (Sheffield 
Archives: Microfilm A84) 

 Grenofirth (Ecclesfield), 1713, 1715, 1731, 1736 and 1756 (Sheffield 
Archives: PR54/145/3) 

 Grindlow (Derbyshire), 1803 - 1863 (Sheffield Archives: Bag C/573) 
 Hackenthorpe (and Beighton), c. 1751 - 1753 (Sheffield Archives: 

MD5786) 
 Handsworth, 1759 - 1871 (Sheffield Archives: CA19/1, CA19/3-13, 

CA19/18) 
 Harthill, 1702 - 1774 and 1744 - 1866 (Sheffield Archives: PR47/55 and 

PR47/89-91) 
 Hasland (Chesterfield, Derbyshire), 1766 - 1812 (Sheffield Archives: 

Bag C/574/1-13) 
 Hooton Roberts, 1753 - 1833 (Sheffield Archives: PR26/19-20) 
 Hoyland, 1815 - 1850 (Sheffield Archives: Acc. 1994/38) 
 Nether Hallam, 1780 - 1904 (Sheffield Archives: CA21/2-29) 
 Norton, 1804 - 1809 (Sheffield Archives: CA29/3) 
 Norton, 1817 (Sheffield Archives: OD/1561) 
 Pontefract (West Yorkshire), 1664 - 1673 (Sheffield Archives: BFM/37) 
 Sheffield, church burgess accounts, 1557 - 1939 (Sheffield Archives: 

CB/159-166) 
 Sheffield, town trustees accounts, 1566 - 1984 (Sheffield Archives: 

TT/4/1-2) 
 Sheffield, bill of expenses for and payments to vagrants, 1685 

(Sheffield Archives:  CB/592/29) 
 Sheffield, book of receipts for disbursements to the poor, 1743 - 1744 

(Sheffield Archives: CB/598/1) 
 Sheffield, overseers petty cash and wages books, 1776 - 1777 and 

1787 - 1788 (Sheffield Archives: CA505 and CA24/58) 
 Sheffield, overseers receipts and payments (not clearly specified as 

Sheffield), Apr - Jun 1800 (Sheffield Archives: CA24/48) 
 Sheffield, list of subscribers and a general statement of receipts and 

payments, 1802 (Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 185 L) 
 Sheffield, statement of accounts, 1833 - 1834 (Sheffield Local Studies 

Library: MP 28 VL) 
 Silkstone (Barnsley), 1761 - 1763 (Sheffield Archives: MD3171/1) 
 Southey (Ecclesfield), 1713, 1715, 1736 and 1767 (Sheffield Archives: 

PR54/145/2) 
 Staveley (Chesterfield, Derbyshire), list of weekly pensioners and 

occasional distributions, 1784 - 1785 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1748-
1749) 
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 Stoke (near Grindleford Bridge, Derbyshire), description of an account 
book of the overseers of the poor, [1793 – 1827] (South Yorkshire 
notes and queries, vol. 2 p.42) (Sheffield Local Studies Library: 
913.4274S) 

 Thorpe Salvin, 1659 - 1839 (Sheffield Archives: MD1237/1-156) 
 Thorpe Salvin, abstracts of accounts, 1676 - 1724 (Sheffield Archives: 

MD1240) 
 Thorpe Salvin, bills, 1749 - 1840 (Sheffield Archives: MD1237/162-231)  
 Tinsley, 1802 - 1837 (Sheffield Archives: PR144/40-41) 
 Todwick, 1738 - 1830 (Sheffield Archives: PR1/13-15) 
 Totley (Derbyshire), 1794 - 1837 (Sheffield Archives: CA27) 
 Wadsley (Ecclesfield), 1713, 1715 and 1736 (Sheffield Archives: 

PR54/145/4) 
 Westnall and Waldershelf (Bradfield), 1734 and 1743 (Sheffield 

Archives: MD167) 
 Westnall and Waldershelf (Bradfield), 1739 - 1757 (Sheffield Archives: 

Wil. D/457) 
 Whiston, 1721 - 1735, 1799 - 1837 (Sheffield Archives: PR37/45-48) 
 Worsbrough, 1703 - 1826 (Sheffield Archives: PR3/12-13) 
 Worsbrough, 1738 - 1799 (Sheffield Archives: EM/1002) 

 
Poor Rate Assessments 
 

 Attercliffe-cum-Darnall, survey for poor rate assessment with 
accompanying book of plans 1819 (Sheffield Archives: CA13/1-2, 
available on Microfilm A176) 

 Bakewell (Derbyshire), 1730/1731 (Sheffield Archives: Bar D729/1) 
 Barnoldswick (East Lancashire), 1737 - 1763 (Sheffield Archives: 

OD/1178/11-14) 
 Beighton (and Hackenthorpe, Derbyshire), 1740 - 1764 (Sheffield 

Archives: MD5786/3) 
 Bolton Upon Dearne, 1796 - 1808 (Sheffield Archives: PR9/90) 
 Bradfield, c. 1773, 1804 - 1807 (Sheffield Archives: RC/16 /1-9) 
 Bradfield, 1818 - 1820 and 1861 - 1873 (Sheffield Archives: CA63/1-2, 

CA63/4) 
 Brimington (Derbyshire),1725 - 1793 (Sheffield Archives: OD/1553) 
 Bradwell (Derbyshire), 1781 - 1784 (Sheffield Archives: OD/1179) 
 Coal Aston (Derbyshire), 1815 (Sheffield Archives: OD/1180) 
 Dronfield (Derbyshire), 1667 (Sheffield Archives: AC/29) 
 Ecclesfield, 1747 - 1751 (Sheffield Archives: PR54/146) 
 Eyam (Derbyshire), 1791 (Sheffield Archives: Bag C/581) 
 Foolow (Derbyshire), 1813 - 1855 and 1844 (Sheffield Archives: Bag 

C/567 and Bag C/570) 
 Fenwick (Doncaster), 1712 (Sheffield Archives: BFM/39) 
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 Hackenthorpe (and Beighton, Derbyshire), 1740 - 1764 (Sheffield 
Archives: MD5786) 

 Handsworth, 1702 (Sheffield Archives: MD6525/5/6) 
 Hasland (Chesterfield, Derbyshire), 1794 - 1805 (Sheffield Archives: 

JC/1703-1708) 
 Hasland (Chesterfield, Derbyshire), 1813 - 1836 (Sheffield Archives: 

Bag C/575 and Bag C/577) 
 Maltby, 1832 (Sheffield Archives: PR82/21) 
 Pontefract (West Yorkshire), 1664 - 1673 (Sheffield Archives: BFM/37) 
 Sheffield, 1716 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1694) 
 Sheffield, transcripts of poor rate assessments, [1756] (Sheffield 

Archives: FrC/99-100) 
 Sheffield, extract from the rate assessment, 1781 (Sheffield Archives: 

JC/1364) 
 Sheffield, 1798 (Sheffield Archives: CA664) 
 Sheffield, 1819 (Sheffield Archives: MD1867) 
 Sprotborough (Doncaster), 1715 - 1727 (Sheffield Archives: 

CWM/1434) 
 Staveley (Chesterfield, Derbyshire), 1782 - 1784 (Sheffield Archives: 

JC/1746-1747) 
 Thorpe Salvin, 1659 - 1839 (Sheffield Archives: MD1237) 
 Westnall (Bradfield), 1719 - 1729 (Sheffield Archives: RC/158/9566-

9579) 
 Whiston, 1812 - 1813 and 1827 - 1837 (Sheffield Archives: PR37/48-

49) 
 Worsbrough, 1738 - 1804 (Sheffield Archives: EM/1002-1003) 
 Worksop estates (Nottinghamshire), overseers of the poor valuation, 

1672, and assessments, 1673 and 1755 (Sheffield Archives: 
ACM/W/22-23) 

 Worsbrough, 1871 (Sheffield Archives: PR3/14/2) 
 
 
Settlement and Removal Records (certificates, examinations, removal 
orders, etc.) 
 

 Attercliffe, 1712 - 1792 (Sheffield Archives: CA26/1) 
 Bolton Upon Dearne, 1701 - 1862 (Sheffield Archives: PR9/93-95) 
 Bradfield (and Westnall and Waldershelf),1700 - 1761, 1781 - 1793 

(Sheffield Archives: Wil. D/457) 
 Bradfield, transcripts and index [1705 - 1850] (Sheffield Archives: 

MD7277) 
 Chesterfield (Derbyshire), 1746 - 1809 (Sheffield Archives: 

MD6525/5/1-4, 7) 
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 Dodworth and Silkstone (Barnsley), 1703 - 1784 (Sheffield Archives: 
MD3171/5) 

 Dore, c. 1720 - 1839 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1258) 
 Ecclesfield, 1712 - 1715 and 1754 - 1766 (Sheffield Archives: 

PR54/148/4 and PR54/148/2) 
 Foolow (Derbyshire),1710 - 1830 (Sheffield Archives: Bag C/566) 
 Harthill, c. 1701 - 1737 and 1700 - 1849 (Sheffield Archives: PR47/55 

and PR47/92-93) 
 Hooton Roberts, 1767 - 1819 (Sheffield Archives: PR26/22) 
 Ludlow (Shropshire), 1721/1722 (Sheffield Archives: MD6525/5/8) 
 Sheffield, 1717 - 1787 (Sheffield Archives: TC/433) 
 Sheffield, orders and disputes relating to settlement, [18th cent?] 

(Sheffield Archives: TC/367/37-46) 
 Silkstone (see Dodworth) 
 Skelbrooke, (Doncaster), 1690 (Sheffield Archives: MD3609) 
 Staveley (Chesterfield, Derbyshire), 1720 - 1830 (Sheffield Archives:  

JC/1122) 
 Thorpe Salvin, 1659 - 1839 (Sheffield Archives: MD1237/1-156) 
 Todwick, 1704 - 1820 (Sheffield Archives: PR1/16) 
 Westnall and Waldershelf (Bradfield), 1700 - 1761, 1781 - 1793 

(Sheffield Archives: Wil. D/457) 
 Whiston, 1701 - 1829 and 1773 - 1843 (Sheffield Archives: PR37/46 

and PR37/54) 
 Whiston, 1701 - 1739 (Sheffield Archives: MD6625) 
 Whiston, transcripts [1701 - 1739] (Sheffield Archives: PR37/56) 

 
Churchwardens Accounts 
 

 Attercliffe, 1702 - 1780 (Sheffield Archives: CA26/1) 
 Dore and Totley, 1739 - 1827 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1714) 
 Beighton (Derbyshire), 1825 - 1873 (Sheffield Archives: PR73/22) 
 Bradfield (copies), [1617 - 1777] and [1620] (Sheffield Archives: 

RC/167/14 and RC/155/1654-1661) 
 Burghwallis (Doncaster), accounts on microfilm [1701 - 1791] (Sheffield 

Archives: Microfilm A92) 
 Ecclesfield, churchwardens accounts, 1520 - 1948 (Sheffield Archives: 

PR54/86-96,  available covering dates [1520 - 1651] on Microfilm A80) 
 Harthill, 1702 - 1776 and 1759 - 1775 (Sheffield Archives: PR47/55 and 

PR47/61) 
 Sheffield, church burgess accounts, 1557 - 1939 (Sheffield Archives: 

CB/159-166) 
 Sheffield (St Paul), churchwardens accounts, 1754 - 1833 (Sheffield 

Archives: PR139 unlisted) 
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 Staveley (Chesterfield, Derbyshire), 1769 - 1785 and 1779 (Sheffield 
Archives: JC/1738-1745 and JC/1764) 

 Tankersley, 1781 - 1805 (Sheffield Archives: CA66/1)  
 Thorpe Salvin, 1699 - 1831 (Sheffield Archives: MD1236/1-70) 
 Tinsley, 1785 - 1948 (Sheffield Archives: PR144/30-34) 
 Whiston, 1682 - 1848 (Sheffield Archives: PR37/38-42) 
 Worsbrough, 1703 - 1861 (Sheffield Archives: PR3/12-13 and PR3/15)  

 
Vestry Minutes 
 

 Attercliffe-cum-Darnall, 1819 - 1884 (Sheffield Archives: CA15/3) 
 Brampton Bierlow (Wath), minutes on microfilm [1825 - 1878] (Sheffield 

Archives: Microfilm A86) 
 Brightside Bierlow, 1801 - 1858 (Sheffield Archives: CA16/6) 
 Dore, 1825 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1121) 
 Ecclesall, (includes corruption case amongst the overseers, 1830), 

1808 - 1857 (Sheffield Archives: CA18/4-5) 
 Hoyland, 1815 - 1850 (Sheffield Archives: Acc. 1994/38) 
 Norton, 1824 - 1833 (Sheffield Archives: CA29/3) 
 Sheffield, town trustees minutes, 1709 - 1984 (Sheffield Archives: 

TT/4/1/3 and TT/2/1-7) 
 Sheffield, church burgess minutes, 1798 - 1959 (Sheffield Archives: 

CB/150-155)  
 Sheffield (St Paul), vestry minutes, 1754 - 1935 (Sheffield Archives: 

PR139 unlisted) 
 Whiston, 1805 - 1835 (Sheffield Archives: PR37/37) 
 Worsbrough, 1825 - 1861 Sheffield Archives: PR3/15/1) 

 
Other 
 

 Attercliffe, list of overseers, 1608 - 1787 (Sheffield Archives: CA26/1) 
 Bakewell (Derbyshire), list of the recipients of Thomas Barker’s charity 

to the poor of Bakewell, distributed by John Barker, 1788 (Sheffield 
Archives: Bar D/786/9) 

 Beighton (Derbyshire), survey for dispute relating to new rate, 1751 
(Sheffield Archives: MD5787) 

 Bradfield, poor law settlement, 1722 (Sheffield Archives: RC/8) 
 Bradfield, deed of deputation – overseers duties, 1810 (Sheffield 

Archives: RC/15) 
 Bradfield, photocopy of agreement regarding poor rate, [1770] 

(Sheffield Archives: PhC/111) 
 Bradfield, list of churchwardens (with notes), [1615 - 1810] (Sheffield 

Archives: RC/167/3) 
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 Bradfield, list of overseers (with notes), [1625 - 1779] (Sheffield 
Archives: RC/167/4) 

 Bradfield, letter from J. D. Skelton and Wm. Tattershall (Overseers?), 
Sheffield, to Fitzwilliam relating to administration of poor law in 
Bradfield and suggested clause to be inserted in bill for amending the 
poor law (enclosed, WWM/F/65/126), 11 Mar 1819 (Sheffield Archives: 
WWM/F/65/125, Microfilm WWM mf44) 

 Brightside Bierlow, notice of a meeting to consider the grievances 
[caused by the new] assessment, 1795 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1580) 

 Ecclesall Bierlow, demand for money due to township upon a bastardy 
account, 1828 (Sheffield Archives: SY183/F/8/3) 

 Ecclesfield, various overseers of the poor papers, 1712 - 1768 
(Sheffield Archives: PR54/144-148) 

 Ecclesfield, exemption granted to Joseph Hall from having to take on a 
pauper apprentice on receipt of £10, 1782 (Sheffield Archives: 
MD2695/47)  

 Hackenthorpe (Derbyshire), 1740 - 1764 (Sheffield Archives: MD5786) 
 Hooton Roberts, poor law records including letters about poor persons, 

1767 - 1819 (Sheffield Archives: PR26/22) 
 London, resolutions of the vestry of St George’s, Hanover Square, 

1794 (Sheffield Archives: SpSt/60722/23) 
 Norton, list of overseers, 1799 - 1833 (Sheffield Archives: CA29/3) 
 Oxfordshire, account of method of poor relief, 1800 (Sheffield Archives: 

SpSt/60722/25) 
 Rotherham, note of hearing before the Justices of the Peace of a 

dispute between the town of Rotherham and the rest of the parish, 
concerning the relief of the poor and the repair of the highways 
(together with Viscount Wentworth’s signed decision in case), 1630 
(Sheffield Archives: FrC/97-98) 

 Sheffield, list of beneficiaries, being poor of the town of Sheffield, who 
received payments from the Earl of Shrewsbury’s charity, 1602 - 1605 
(Sheffield Archives: TC/349) 

 Sheffield, bond of Richard Hinde and others to the Churchwardens and 
Overseers of the town Sheffield, that they will not allow Hinde and his 
family to become chargeable to the town, 1656 (Sheffield Archives: 
MD248) 

 Sheffield, warrant from West Riding Quarter Sessions to compel the 
overseers of the poor for the previous year to account, 1675 (Sheffield 
Archives: CB/592/21) 

 Sheffield, article on the poor rate books, 1668, 1674, 1683 and 1716 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to 
Sheffield, vol. 20, pp. 303-305 (942.74 SQ)) 

 Sheffield, comparison of the poor rate assessments of 1756 and 1781 
 (Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to 

Sheffield, vol. 41, pp. 18-19 (942.74 SQ)) 
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 Sheffield, Observations on the Present State of the Poor of Sheffield, 
with Proposals for their Future Employment and Support by James 
Wheat (Sheffield: William Ward, 1774) (Sheffield Local Studies Library: 
352.9S) 

 Sheffield, Committee for enquiring into the state and management of 
the poor of the town of Sheffield: Resolutions passed at a public 
meeting [1775] (Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 194 L) 

 Sheffield, statement of out-pensioners, 1777 - 1789 (Sheffield Local 
Studies Library: Local Pamphlets, vol. 63 no. 1 (042 S)) 

 Sheffield, Substance of William Ward’s speech at Sheffield Town Hall, 
6 April 1791, at a meeting of the inhabitants who attended…to give 
their assent or dissent to, the bill for the proposed new workhouse, 
1791 (Sheffield Local Studies Library: 362.5SST) 

 Sheffield, receipts for fines for not taking on pauper apprentices, 1791, 
1819 (Sheffield Archives: SY183/F/8/1-2) 

 Sheffield, notice of a meeting at the workhouse in Pitsmoor, in order to 
make an assessment for the relief of the poor, 1794 (Sheffield 
Archives: JC/1579) 

 Sheffield, resolution regarding personal visits to poor people’s homes, 
1795 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1605) 

 Sheffield, an account of the relief of distress, (Corn Committee 
proceedings), 1795 (Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 SSTQ) 

 Sheffield, resolutions regarding providing poor relief, 1800 (Sheffield 
Local Studies Library: MP 3 M) 

 Sheffield, resolutions regarding needy poor to be presented with a shirt 
or shift, 1801 (Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 4 M) 

 Sheffield, list of persons who have either taken parish apprentices or 
who have paid the penalty of ten pounds each, for refusal to do so, 
1803 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1695) 

 Sheffield, A caution to the poor whose circumstances oblige them to 
frequent pawnbrokers (Slater, Bacon and Co., printers), 7 Nov 1803 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 10 M) 

 Sheffield, meeting regarding buildings for infant poor, 1804 (Sheffield 
Archives: LC/7/5) 

 Sheffield, a list of the casual and regular out paupers, with their places 
of abode ... 1808,  and  a list of those who have had parish 
apprentices, and those who have paid the fine for refusing to take 
parish apprentices, 1808 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1507-1508; Sheffield 
Local Studies Library: 352.9 S) 

 Sheffield, Society for Bettering the Conditions of the Poor, extract, 1812 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: Local Pamphlets, vol. 87 no. 6 (042 
S)) 

 Sheffield, Society for Bettering the Conditions of the Poor, reports, 
1812 - 1826 (Sheffield Local Studies Library: J 362.5 S and 362.5 S) 
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 Sheffield, Sheffield Branch of National District Society for Promoting 
the Education of the Poor, annual report, 1815 (Sheffield Archives: 
WWM/G/87(f)) 

 Sheffield, Society for Bettering the Conditions of the Poor, account of 
its work, in Northern Star, vol. 1, 1817 (Sheffield Local Studies Library: 
052.74 S) 

 Sheffield, Society for Bettering the Conditions of the Poor, circulars, 
etc., 1818 - 1819 (Sheffield Archives: WWM/H/202-203) 

 Sheffield, letter from James Montgomery, Sheffield, to Fitzwilliam 
(society expresses satisfaction at the resolutions of the magistrates 
regarding vagrancy in the West Riding. Encloses copy of Samuel 
Roberts' defence of the existing poor laws [lacking], with 
comments), Feb 1819 (Sheffield Archives: WWM/F/122/48, Microfilm 
WWM mf57) 

 Sheffield, Sheffield Branch of National District Society for Promoting 
the Education of the Poor, annual report, 1820, 1823 and 1826 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 377.7 S) 

 Sheffield, proceedings of a meeting of the inhabitants of Sheffield 
relating to the poor, 1820 (Sheffield Local Studies Library: Local 
Pamphlets, vol. 102 no. 10 (042 S)) 

 Sheffield, letter by Samuel Roberts on the subject of the poor rates, 
addressed to the rate-payers of Sheffield, 1820, in The Scrutineer, no. 
4 (Sheffield Local Studies Library: vol. 30, no. 9a (042S)) 

 Sheffield, receipt to James Wollen for £10 fine for refusing to take a 
poor child as an apprentice, 1823 (Sheffield Archives: MD723) 

 Sheffield, handbill of statistical tables and observations relating to the 
poor, 1836 (Sheffield Archives: WWM/H/173) 

 Sprotborough (Doncaster), West Riding Quarter Sessions grant of pass 
for poor cripples with children sent from Durham to be conveyed ‘from 
constable to constable’ to Seven Wells, Norfolk, 1673/1674 (Sheffield 
Archives: MD6597/11) 

 Stannington see Westnall, Waldershelf and Stannington 
 Staveley (Chesterfield, Derbyshire), appointments of overseers of the 

poor, 1744 – 1784 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1750-1752) 
 Staveley (Chesterfield, Derbyshire), bill to overseers, 1776 (Sheffield 

Archives: JC/1754) 
 Staveley (Chesterfield, Derbyshire), appointment of mole catcher by 

the churchwardens and overseers, 1812 (Sheffield Archives: JC/1769) 
 Stoke (Berkshire), charge to the overseers, 1800 (Sheffield Archives: 

SpSt/60722/24) 
 Tankersley, printed letters relating to collection for the relief of the 

manufacturing classes, 1826 (Sheffield Archives: PR71 item 81) 
 Thorpe Salvin, list of paupers relieved, 1803 - 1814 and1837 (Sheffield 

Archives: MD1237/157-158) 
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 Thorpe Salvin, overseers census returns and voters registration forms, 
1831 - 1841 (Sheffield Archives: MD1237/159-161 ) 

 Westnall, Waldershelf and Stannington, list of pensioners, 1739 - 1757 
(Sheffield Archives: Wil. D/457) 

 Whiston, list of families of serving local militia men to whom relief 
money was paid (with number of children in each case), 1811 
(Sheffield Archives: PR37/51) 

 Whiston, list of 29 poor people, 1772 (Sheffield Archives: MD3869) 
 Worsbrough, list of overseers 1648-1727 and memoranda regarding 

town’s apprentices put out, c. 1703 - 1738 (Sheffield Archives: PR3/12) 
 Worsbrough, paper “Poor of Worsbrough that have a Claim to 

Communion Money, 1820” (Sheffield Archives: PR3/15/3)  
 Wortley, copy of draft of constitutions, concerning a workhouse at 

Wortley built by the Countess of Devonshire, for the setting of poor 
children on work in jersey knitting, weaving, fustian clothing etc., 
1617/18 (Sheffield Archives: MD5860/1) 

 Wortley, lease of house for use by the poor, 1716 (Sheffield Archives: 
WhM/D/621) 

 Wortley, copy of deed appointing new trustees for property known as 
Harper Hills for the relief of poor persons (quoting a deed of the 
Countess Dowager of Devonshire setting up the trust in 1642), 1707 
(Sheffield Archives: MD5860/2) 

 Printed address to Duncomb and Wilberforce concerning Gilbert’s Act 
[for the relief of the poor 1782], 1786 (Sheffield Archives: 
SpSt/60722/22) 

 Letter from John James, Walsall, to Lord Milton, Aug 1831 requesting 
support for his pamphlet, to be published shortly, on Poor Laws, etc. 
(Sheffield Archives: WWM/G/83/128, Microfilm WWM mf68)  
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Sheffield Archives and Local Studies services collect and preserve original 
records and printed material relating to Sheffield and the surrounding area. 
 
The information dates from the 12th century to the present and relates to 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire and north Derbyshire.   
 
Included are extensive collections of books ● pamphlets ● photographs ● 
church registers ● newspapers ● census records ● minutes ● diaries ● 
films ● maps ● deeds ● records from schools ● hospitals ● businesses and 
charities ● family estates ● personal papers etc 
 
Our facilities include: 
 
Study areas ● expert staff on hand to help you make the most of your visit 
● a library of reference books ● photocopying and photography services ● 
free Internet access ● microform machines and printers ● catalogues and 
indexes ● a range of useful publications for sale ● CD-Rom library ● on-
line image library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheffield Local Studies Library  Sheffield Archives 
1st floor 52 Shoreham Street 
Central Library Sheffield 
Surrey Street S1 4SP 
Sheffield 
S1 1XZ 
 
Tel: 0114 273 4753 Tel: 0114 203 9395 

 
Fax: 0114 273 5009 Fax: 0114 203 9398 
 
localstudies.library@sheffield.gov.uk archives@sheffield.gov.uk 

General details: 
www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives  

 
For 40,000 images of Sheffield: 

www.picturesheffield.com 
 

Local Studies catalogues (since 1997): 
http://library.sheffield.gov.uk/uhtbin/webcat  

 
(Selected) Archives catalogues: 

www.a2a.org.uk 

http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives
http://www.picturesheffield.com/
http://library.sheffield.gov.uk/uhtbin/webcat
http://www.a2a.org.uk/
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