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POLLUTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL ACT 1999 
ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITTING (ENGLAND AND WALES) 

REGULATIONS 2016 as amended 

Permit Number: 6.4/107320/LR 

Installation Address: 

Alton Cars Limited 
President Park 
Savile Street 

S4 7UR 

In accordance with Regulation 13 of the Environmental Permitting (England and 
Wales) Regulations 2016, as amended, Alton Cars Limited, is hereby permitted 
to operate a scheduled activity at the address detailed above, namely the 
operation of repainting or respraying of road vehicles as described in Schedule 
1, Part 2, Chapter 6, Section 6.4, Part B, subsection b) and subject to the 
following Permit. 

Signed Dated this day:  13th June 2025 

Commercial Team Manager 
Authorised by Sheffield City Council to sign on their behalf. 
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The Secretary of State’s Process Guidance Note PG 6/34 (11) “Re-spraying of Road 
Vehicles” has provided the framework for the conditions in this Permit. 
 
Name & Address of Operator: 
Alton Cars Limited 
Cross Green Approach 
Cross Green Industrial Estate 
Leeds 
LS9 0SH 
 
Company Contact: Brendan Pearson, Audit and Compliance Manager 
Tel: 0113 391 8260 / 07884 657960 
Email address: b.pearson@altoncars.co.uk 
 
Registered Office: 
Alton Cars Limited 
Cross Green Approach 
Cross Green Industrial Estate 
Leeds 
LS9 0SH 
 
Company Registration Number: 1469019 
 
Address of Permitted Installation: 
Alton Cars Limited 
President Park 
Savile Street 
Sheffield  
S4 7UR 
 
Site contact number: 0114 349 5555 
 
Holding Company: 
Alton Cars Holdings Limited 
Cross Green Approach 
Cross Green Industrial Estate 
Leeds 
LS9 0SH 
 
Company registration number: 13623007 
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Talking to Us 
Any communication with Sheffield City Council should be made to the following 
address quoting the Permit number. 
 
Environmental Protection Service 
Sheffield City Council 
4th Floor (South) 
Howden House  
1 Union Street 
Sheffield  
S1 2SH 
Telephone:  (0114) 273 4651  
Email:ippc@sheffield.gov.uk 

 
  

mailto:ippc@sheffield.gov.uk
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Explanatory Note to Pollution Prevention and Control Permit for 
Part B Installations 

 
The following Permit is issued under Regulation 13 of the Environmental Permitting 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2016, as amended (Statutory Instrument 1154), 
(“the EP Regulations”) to operate an installation carrying out activities covered by the 
description in Schedule 1, Part 2, Chapter 6, Section 6.4, Part B, subsection b) of 
those Regulations, to the extent authorised by the Permit: 
 
Chapter 6, Other Activities, Section 6.4. Coating activities, printing and textile 
treatments, Part B (b) Repainting or re-spraying road vehicles or parts of them if the 
activity may result in the release into the air of particulate matter or of any volatile 
organic compound and the carrying on of the activity is likely to involve the use of 1 or 
more tonnes of organic solvents in any 12-month period. 
 

Process Changes 

As part of your permit, you are required to notify the Council of any proposed change 
in operation at least 14 days before making the change. This must be in writing and 
must contain a full description of the proposed change in operation and the likely 
consequences.  Failure to do so is an offence.  
 
If you consider that a proposed change could result in the breach of the existing permit 
conditions or is likely to require the variation of permit conditions, then you may apply 
in writing under Regulation 20(1) of the EP Regulations. Additionally, if this involves a 
SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE to the installation you will be required to submit an 
application, pay the relevant fee and advertise the application accordingly.  You may 
serve a Notice on the Council requesting that they determine whether any change that 
is proposed would constitute a substantial change before you proceed with application. 
 

Variations to the Permit 

The Permit may be varied in the future (by the Council serving a Variation Notice on 
the Operator).  If the Operator itself wants any of the Conditions of the Permit to be 
changed, a formal Application must be submitted.   
 

Surrender of the Permit 

Where the Operator of a Part B installation or mobile plant ceases or intends to cease 
the operation of the activity the Operator may notify the Regulator of the surrender of 
the whole permit, in any other case, notify the Regulator of the surrender of the permit 
in so far as it authorises the operation of the installation or mobile plant which he/she 
has ceased or intends to cease operating. The notification shall contain information as 
described in Regulation 24 or 25 of the EP Regulations. 
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Transfer of the Permit or Part of the Permit 

Before the Permit can be wholly or partially transferred to another person, a joint 
application to transfer the Permit has to be made by both the existing and proposed 
holders, in accordance with Regulation 21 of the EP Regulations.  A transfer will be 
allowed unless Sheffield City Council considers that the proposed holder will not be 
the person who will have control over the operation of the installation or will not ensure 
compliance with the conditions of the transferred Permit. 
 

Annual Subsistence Fee 

In accordance with Regulation 66 of the EP Regulations, the holder of a permit is 
required to pay a fee for the subsistence of the Permit.  This fee is payable annually 
on 1st April.  You are advised that under the provisions of Regulation 66 (5) of the EP 
Regulations, if you fail to pay the fee due promptly, Sheffield City Council may revoke 
the Permit. You will be contacted separately each year in respect to this payment. 
 

Public Register 

The Council is required by Regulation 46 of the EP Regulations to maintain a Public 
Register containing information on all LAPPC installations and mobile plant.  The 
register is available for inspection by the public free of charge during office hours 
(Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm) at the following address: 
 

Environmental Protection Service 
Sheffield City Council 
4th Floor (South) 
Howden House  
1 Union Street 
Sheffield  
S1 2SH 
Telephone:  (0114) 273 4651  
Email:ippc@sheffield.gov.uk 

 
Confidentiality 

Sheffield City Council has a duty to consider the question of confidentiality of 
information supplied to it.  If any information supplied is considered confidential, a 
statement of which information this applies to and the reasons why it is considered 
confidential should be specified.  The Operator is reminded that he may apply to 
Sheffield City Council for the exclusion of information from the public register under 
the provisions of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 
2016, as amended. 
  

mailto:ippc@sheffield.gov.uk
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Appeals 

Under Regulation 31 of the EP Regulations operators have the right of appeal against 
the conditions attached to their permit.  Schedule 6 of the EP Regulations sets out the 
detailed procedures. 
 
Appeals against a Variation Notice do not have the effect of suspending the operation 
of the Notice.  Appeals do not have the effect of suspending Permit conditions. 
 
Notice of appeal against the conditions attached to the permit must be given within six 
months of the date of the Notice, which is the subject matter of the appeal. 
 

How to Appeal 

There are forms available to lodge an appeal here:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permit-appeal-form 
 
There is no fee to appeal. 
 

Where to Send Your Appeal Documents 

Appeals should be addressed to: 
 
The Planning Inspectorate 
Environment Appeals Team 
3A Eagle Wing 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Temple Quay 
Bristol BS1 6PN 
 
Phone: 0303 444 5584 
Email: etc@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 
 
You must also send a copy of your appeal to the relevant regulator. 
 
In the course of an Appeal process, the main parties will be informed of the procedural 
steps by the Planning Inspectorate. 
 
To withdraw an Appeal the Appellant must notify the Planning Inspectorate, in writing, 
and copy the notification to the local authority.  

mailto:etc@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
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Definitions 
 
In relation to this Permit, the following expressions shall have the following meanings: 
 
“Application” means the application for this Permit, together with any response to a 
notice served under Schedule 4 to the EPR Regulations and any operational change 
agreed under the conditions of this Permit. 
 
“EPR Regulations” means the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) 
Regulations S.I.2016 No. 1154 (As Amended) and words and expressions defined in 
the EPR Regulations shall have the same meanings when used in this Permit save to 
the extent they are explicitly defined in this Permit. 
 
“Permitted Installation” means the activities and the limits to those activities described 
in this Permit. 
 
“Monitoring” includes the taking and analysis of samples, instrumental measurements 
(periodic and continual), calibrations, examinations, tests and surveys. 
 
“Regulator” means any officer of Sheffield City Council who is authorised under section 
108(1) of the Environment Act 1995 to exercise, in accordance with the terms of any 
such authorisation, any power specified in Section 108(1) of that Act. 
 
“BAT” means the most effective and advanced stage in the development of activities 
and their methods of operation which indicates the practical suitability of particular 
techniques for providing in principle the bases for emission limit values designed to 
prevent, and where that is not practical, generally to reduce emissions and the impact 
on the environment as a whole.  For those purposes: 
 
“available techniques” means those techniques which have been developed on a scale 
which allows implementation in the relevant industrial sector, under economically and 
technically viable conditions, taking into consideration the cost and advantages, 
whether or not the techniques are used or produced inside the United Kingdom, as 
long as they are reasonably accessible to the Operator. 
 
“best” means, in relation to techniques, the most effective in achieving a high general 
level of protection of the environment as a whole; “techniques” include both the 
technology used and the way in which the installation is designed, built, maintained, 
operated and decommissioned.  Schedule 2 of the Regulations shall have effect in 
relation to the determination of best available techniques. 
 
“Fugitive Emission” means an emission to air from the permitted installation that is not 
controlled by an emission limit imposed by a condition of this Permit. 
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Description of Activities 
 
The respraying of road vehicles using one tonne or more of organic solvents in any 
twelve-month period, in three USI ITALIA Chronotech spray-booths: 
 

1. USI Chronotech Supremacy DGT 90.40.34-Serial Number 07496C01 
2. USI Chronotech Supremacy DGT 90.40.28-Serial Number 07496C02 
3. USI Chronotech Supremacy DGT 90.40.28-Serial Number 07496C03 

 
The booths run on negative pressure and are fitted with a Dwyer 
Magnahelic/Photohelic pressure gauge. They are also fitted with an automatic 
shutdown device which is triggered in the event of positive pressure within the booth. 
 
Extracted air from each spray-booth is dry filtered and extracted to discharge to 
atmosphere via a stack. 
 
The process includes all ancillary operations such as: 
 

• Handling and storage of raw and waste materials containing or contaminated 
with VOCs 

• Preparation of vehicles for spraying including grinding, sanding and welding 
• Paint mixing and gun cleaning 

 
Dust emissions from abrasive preparation work to vehicles are collected using 
individual Festool mobile dust extraction units. Dust is collected into a bag and is not 
vented externally. 
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Conditions of Permit 
1 Upgrading 

1.1 There are no upgrading requirements. 
 

2 Plant and Equipment 

2.1 The activities at the installation shall be carried out within the boundary outlined 
in green as indicated on the installation location and boundary plan shown in 
Schedule 1 of this Permit. 

 
2.2 Permitted activities shall only be carried out using the plant and equipment as 

detailed in the Description of Activities and on the installation layout 
reproduced in Schedule 2 of this permit. 

 
2.3 The Operator shall notify Sheffield City Council’s Environmental Protection 

Service, hereafter referred to as “the Regulator” of any proposed operational 
changes including any alterations to the process involving the provision of new 
plant or equipment which may affect emissions or have consequences for the 
environment. The information shall be submitted at least 14 days before the 
changes take place. 

 
2.4 No plant or equipment used for any activity shall be operated with an extraction 

point direct to atmosphere unless specifically noted within this Permit or 
specifically agreed in writing with the Regulator. 

 
3 Non-VOC (Volatile Organic Compounds) Emissions 

3.1 Emissions of particulate matter from each spraybooth shall not exceed 10mg/m3 
(by manufacturer’s guarantee). 
 

3.2 Emissions of particulate matter from abrasive blasting equipment and other 
sources where the source is contained shall not exceed 50mg/m3. 
 

3.3 The non-VOC emissions requirements are reproduced in Schedule 3 (Table 1: 
Emission limits, monitoring and other provisions). 
 

3.4 All emissions shall be determined at the standard reference conditions of 
273.15K and 101.3kPa, without correction for water vapour content. 
 

3.5 The introduction of dilution air to achieve emission concentration limits shall not 
be permitted. Dilution air may be added for waste gas cooling or improved 
dispersion where justified, but this must not be considered when determining the 
mass concentration of the pollutant in the waste gases. 

 
3.6 The Operator shall implement a maintenance schedule, a copy of which shall be 

made available to the Regulator upon request.  
 

3.7 Dusty wastes shall be stored in closed containers. 
 

3.8 Dry sweeping of dusts and dusty wastes shall not be permitted. 
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3.9 The Operator shall keep records of inspections, tests and monitoring. In such 
cases:  
• current records shall be kept on site and made available for the Regulator 

to examine  
• records shall be kept by the Operator for at least two years. 
 

3.10 The Operator shall notify the Regulator at least 7 days before any periodic 
monitoring exercise to determine compliance with the abrasive blasting 
particulate emission limit values. The Operator shall state the provisional time 
and date of monitoring, pollutants to be tested and the methods to be used. 

 
3.11 Within 8 weeks of the completion of monitoring activities, the results of non-

continuous emission testing shall be forwarded to the Regulator. 
 

3.12 In the event of any adverse results from any monitoring activity the Operator 
shall investigate as soon as the results are obtained/received. The Operator 
shall: 
• identify the cause and take corrective action; 
• record as much detail as possible regarding the cause and extent of the 

problem; 
• record the action taken by the Operator to rectify the situation; 
• re-test to demonstrate compliance as soon as possible; and 
• notify the Regulator. 

 
3.13 In the case of abnormal emissions, or malfunction or breakdown leading to 

abnormal emissions, the Operator shall:  
• investigate immediately and undertake corrective action; 
• adjust the process or activity to minimise those emissions; and  
• promptly record the events and actions taken;  
• notify the Regulator without delay, if the emission is likely to have an 

effect on the local community. 
 
4. VOC (Volatile Organic Compound) Emissions 

4.1 Surface preparation and painting operations shall be carried out using only 
coating materials which are placed on the market for use in vehicle refinishing 
body shops as identified by a label on the container containing the following 
information: 

• a description of the product by identification of the contents as a 
subcategory of Directive 2004/42/CE 

• the relevant VOC limit values in g/l as referred to in Annex II of Directive 
2004/42/CE and the maximum content of VOC in g/l of the product in a 
ready to use condition 

 The individual body shop products that are covered by this permit are listed in 
Schedule 4 of this permit 
 

4.2 The products used in coating shall be prepared and applied in accordance with 
the suppliers’ instructions. Under no circumstances shall the product be thinned 
with more than the supplier’s stated quantity or percentage of thinner. For 
information, the maximum, application-ready VOC contents for individual 
categories of products are listed in Schedule 5 of this permit. 
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4.3 All paint spraying operations shall be carried out in a totally enclosed booth under 
negative pressure, to prevent fugitive emissions of VOCs. 

 
4.4 Spray applied coatings shall be applied to passenger cars using one of the 

following methods:  
• high volume low pressure (HVLP) (maximum atomisation pressure 

67.5kPa) spraying equipment;  
• air assisted airless spraying equipment;  
• electrostatic spraying equipment; or  
• a system capable of achieving a transfer efficiency of at least 65%, 

determined in accordance with the procedure set out in BS EN 13966-
1:2003 Determination of the transfer efficiency of atomising and spraying 
equipment for liquid coating materials 

 
4.5 Spray applied coatings shall be applied to commercial vehicles using one of 

the following techniques:  
• Compliant compressed-air spraying  
• High-volume low-pressure (HVLP) spraying  
• Airless spraying  
• Air-assisted airless spraying  
• Spray processes with electrostatic assistance  
• Brush/roller application 
• Knifing 

 
4.6 All spray guns and equipment cleaning shall be carried out in an automatic, 

totally enclosed equipment cleaning machine or any other equipment cleaning 
machine which can achieve comparable or lower emissions. The cleaning 
machine shall be provided with the minimum of exhaust ventilation that is 
necessary to prevent the fugitive emission of organic solvent vapour when the 
machine is opened for introduction or removal of equipment, or for the changing 
of cleaning solvent. 

 
4.7 All spray gun testing and spray out following cleaning shall be carried out in 

either an equipment cleaning machine with the extraction running or into a 
chamber which is provided with extraction which is running in accordance with 
a written procedure a copy of which shall be made available to the Regulator 
upon request. 
 

4.8 SMART (small and medium area repair technique) is permitted to occur outside 
a spray booth within a protective enclosure, with or without filtration. The parts 
coated, as part of a repair, shall not extend to a complete panel or panels. 
Spraying is to be carried out only using a mini spray gun, an air brush or a pre-
packaged aerosol can. 
 

4.9 Cleaning solvents shall be dispensed by a piston type dispenser or similar 
contained device, when used on wipes. 

 
4.10 Pre-impregnated solvent wipes shall be held within an enclosed container prior 

to use. 
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4.11 Solvent contaminated wipes and other wastes shall be handled in accordance 
with a written procedure, a copy of which shall be made available to the 
Regulator upon request. 

 
4.12 Organic solvent containment and spillage equipment shall be readily available 

in all organic solvent handling areas. 
 

4.13 All solvent containing coatings, thinners and related materials and equipment 
cleaning materials shall be stored  

• in the containers in which they were supplied, with the lid securely 
fastened at all times other than when in use.  

• within spillage collectors, of suitable impervious and corrosion-proof 
materials and capable of containing 110% of the largest container.  

• away from sources of heat. 
For information, these conditions should not conflict with the requirements of 
occupational health and safety regulations 

 
4.14 All solvent containing wastes shall be stored   

• in suitable sealed containers with a securely fastened lid and labelled 
so that all that handle them are aware of their contents.  

• within spillage collectors, of suitable impervious and corrosion-proof 
materials and capable of containing 110% of the largest container.  

• away from sources of heat. 
 

4.15 Cleaning operations involving organic solvents shall be reviewed every two 
years, to identify opportunities for reducing VOC emissions. This will include 
identification of cleaning steps that can be eliminated or alternative cleaning 
methods. The Regulator shall be provided with a report on the conclusions of 
the review, within eight weeks of it being completed. 

 
4.16 Waste solvents and waste coatings shall be recycled on/off site. Copies of 

receipts of waste materials sold for recycling shall be kept for three years. 
 

4.17 Spares and consumables, particularly those subject to continual wear shall be 
held on site or shall be available at short notice from guaranteed suppliers, so 
that spray booth and abrasive blasting breakdowns can be rectified rapidly. 

 
5 SMART Portable Spray Booth 

5.1 Where a mobile SMART repair plant is operating a portable spray booth, the 
SMART repair plant filtration units shall be designed to meet the emission limit 
for total particulate matter of 10mg/m3. A certificate shall be submitted to the 
Regulator to demonstrate compliance with this emission limit, prior to the use 
of the SMART repair plant. 

  
5.2 SMART repair plant filtration units shall operate within a manufacturer’s 

designated range. The range shall be visible to the Operator through the use of 
a dial or similar device. The Operator shall operate the unit within the 
manufacturers’ range for the duration of use. 
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5.3 SMART repair plant filtration units shall be serviced and maintained in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations, so as to maintain the 
validity of the guarantee of the emission concentration limit. 

 
5.4 When spraying is undertaken in a portable spray booth the booth shall be closed 

and the filtration unit shall be operating within the manufacturer’s guidelines.  
 

5.5 Only Paints Directive appropriate products shall be used in the SMART repair 
unit. 

 
6 Visible and Odorous Emissions 

6.1 All releases to air, other than condensed water vapour, shall be free from 
persistent visible emissions. 

 
6.2 All emissions to air shall be free from droplets. 
 
6.3 There shall be no offensive odour beyond the site boundary, as perceived by the 

Regulator. 
 
6.4 Emissions from combustion processes shall in normal operation be free from 

visible smoke and in any case shall not exceed the equivalent of Ringelmann 
Shade 1, as described in British Standard BS 2742:2009 

 
7 General Conditions 

7.1 Extraction chimneys serving the vehicle spray booths shall terminate at least 
eight metres above the ground and at least one metre above the roof height of 
any building within 15m of the base of the chimney. 

 
7.2 Extraction chimneys serving each of the spray booths shall not be fitted with any 

restriction at the final outlet, for example a plate, cap or cowl.  An accelerator 
cone to increase the efflux velocity to ensure compliance with condition below, 
is permitted. 

 
7.3 The efflux velocity from the extraction chimneys serving the spraybooths shall be 

a minimum of 15m/s. 
 

7.4 Chimney flues and ductwork leading to chimneys shall be adequately insulated 
to minimise the cooling of waste gases and prevent liquid condensation on 
internal surfaces. 

 
7.5 Staff at all levels shall receive training and instructions necessary for their duties 

and shall include the following: 
• Responsibilities under the Permit; 
• Minimisation of emissions at start up and shut down; 
• Actions during abnormal emissions including minimisation of emissions. 
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7.6 The Operator shall keep and maintain a statement of training requirements for 
each operational post and keep a record of the training received by each 
employee whose actions may have an impact on emissions to atmosphere. 
These documents shall be made available to the Regulator upon request. 
 

7.7 The permitted installation shall operate and adhere to the provisions of an 
appropriate Environmental Management System. 

 
7.8 The best available techniques (BAT) shall be used to prevent, or where that is 

not practicable reduce, emissions from the installation in relation to any aspect 
of the operation of the installation which is not regulated by any other condition 
of this permit. 

 
7.9 The Operator shall notify the following to the Regulator, in writing, within 14 days 

of their occurrence: - 
• Any change in the trading name, registered name or registered office address; 
• A change to any particulars of any ultimate holding company (including details 

of an ultimate holding company where the company has become a 
subsidiary); 

• Any steps taken with a view of going into administration, entering into a 
company voluntary arrangement or being wound up. 

 
7.10 The Operator shall give written notification to the Regulator in the following 

instances; 
• Permanent cessation of the operation of any part of, or all of the Permitted 

Installation; 
• Cessation of the operation of any part of, or all of the Permitted Installation for 

a period, likely to exceed 1 year;  
• Resumption of the operation of any part of, or all of the Permitted installation 

after a cessation notified under (b) above. 
 
7.11 All reports and notifications required by this Permit, or under any Regulation 

under the Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016, as amended, shall be 
sent to the Regulator. Unless notified in writing, all reports, notifications and 
communications in respect of this Permit shall be sent to: 

 
epsadmin@sheffield.gov.uk or ippc@sheffield.gov.uk 
 
or 
 
Sheffield City Council  
Environmental Protection Service  
Floor 4 Howden House 
1 Union Street 
Sheffield  
S1 2SH. 
 
 
END OF CONDITIONS 
 
  

mailto:epsadmin@sheffield.gov.uk
mailto:ippc@sheffield.gov.uk
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Please Note 
 
Where complaint is attributable to the operation of the installation and is, in the opinion 
of the Local Authority, justified, or if new knowledge develops on the potential for 
harmful effects from emissions, an immediate review of the Permit shall be 
undertaken.  The Local Authority shall subsequently specify any new requirements 
and compliance time scales. 
 
An annual subsistence fee as prescribed by the Secretary of State for the Environment 
shall be payable, for this Permit, by the process Operator, to this Authority within 2 
weeks of the 1st of April of each year. 
 
In the event that the Permit has been issued after the 1st of April in the initial year then 
the subsistence fee shall be pro rata for the complete months remaining and shall be 
due within 2 weeks of the Permit issue date. 
If the relevant payment is not received by the Regulator, Sheffield City Council’s 
Environmental Protection Service, then Permit revocation procedures may be initiated. 
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Schedule 1 Installation Location and Boundary 
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Schedule 2 Installation Layout 
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Schedule 3 Emissions Requirements 
 
The following tables are reproduced from Process Guidance Note 6/34 
 

1. Emission limits, monitoring and other provisions for non-VOC releases 
 
 Source Emission 

Limits/ 
Provisions 

Type of Monitoring Monitoring 
Frequency 

Particulate 
Matter 

Spraybooths 10mg/Nm3 By guarantee 
supplied by the 
spraybooth 
constructor 

None 
required 

Particulate 
Matter 

Abrasive 
blasting 
equipment and 
other sources 
(except spray 
booths) 

50mg/Nm3 as 
a 15- minute 
mean for 
contained 
sources 

manual extractive 
testing 

Annual 

Sulphur 
Dioxide 

All activities 
using heavy fuel 
oil or other 
residual type / 
comparable 
processed fuel 
oil 

1% wt/wt 
sulphur in fuel 

Certification by 
supplier 

None 
required 

Sulphur 
Dioxide 

All activities 
using gas oil as 
defined in the 
Sulphur Content 
of Certain Liquid 
Fuels Directive 
(2016/802) 

0.1% wt/wt 
sulphur in fuel 

Certification by 
supplier 

None 
required 
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Schedule 4 Individual body shop products covered by this permit 
 

a)‘Preparatory and cleaning' means products designed to remove old coatings and 
rust, either mechanically or chemically, or to provide a key for new coatings:  

(i) preparatory products include gunwash (a product designed for cleaning spray-
guns and other equipment), paint strippers, degreasers (including anti-static 
types for plastic) and silicone removers;  

(ii) ‘precleaner' means a cleaning product designed for the removal of surface 
contamination during preparation for and prior to the application of coating 
materials; 

b)‘Bodyfiller/stopper' means heavy-bodied compounds designed to be applied to fill 
deep surface imperfections prior to the application of the surfacer/filler;  

c)‘Primer' means any coating that is designed for application to bare metal or existing 
finishes to provide corrosion protection prior to application of a primer surfacer:  
(i) ‘surfacer/filler' means a coating designed for application immediately prior to 

the application of topcoat for the purpose of corrosion resistance, to ensure 
adhesion of the topcoat, and to promote the formation of a uniform surface 
finish by filling in minor surface imperfections;  

(ii) ‘general metal primer' means a coating designed for application as primers, 
such as adhesion promoters, sealers, surfacers, undercoats, plastic primers, 
wet-on-wet, non-sand fillers and spray fillers;  

(iii) ‘wash primer' means coatings containing at least 0,5 % by weight of phosphoric 
acid designed to be applied directly to bare metal surfaces to provide corrosion 
resistance and adhesion; coatings used as weldable primers; and mordant 
solutions for galvanised and zinc surfaces; 

d)‘Topcoat' means any pigmented coating that is designed to be applied either as a 
single-layer or as a multiple-layer base to provide gloss and durability. It includes 
all products involved such as base coatings and clear coatings:  

e)‘Base coatings' means pigmented coatings designed to provide colour and any 
desired optical effects, but not the gloss or surface resistance of the coating 
system;  

f)‘Clear coating' means a transparent coating designed to provide the final gloss and 
resistance properties of the coating system; 

g)‘Special finishes' means coatings designed for application as topcoats requiring 
special properties, such as metallic or pearl effect, in a single layer, high-
performance solid-colour and clear coats, (e.g. anti-scratch and fluorinated clear- 
coat), reflective base coat, texture finishes (e.g. hammer), anti-slip, under-body 
sealers, anti-chip coatings, interior finishes; and aerosols. 

 
(As listed in Appendix 3 of Process Guidance Note 6/34 (11).) 
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Schedule 5 Compliant Coatings 
 
Compliant coatings as identified in the Paints Directive are defined in the following 
table. Compliance is achieved if the coating applied contains equal or less than the 
VOC concentration specified. 
 
Product Subcategory Coatings VOC concentration (g/L) 
Preparatory and cleaning Preparatory 850 
 Pre-cleaner 200 
Body filler/stopper All types 250 
Primer Surface/filler and general 

(metal) primer 
540 

 Wash primer 780 
Topcoat All types 420 
Special finishes All types 840 
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