	Autism Partnership Board
Date: 29 June 2022
Time: 12:30 – 2pm
Via Zoom

	Present
	Alexis Chappell (AC)– Chair, Director of Adult Services – Sheffield City Council (SCC)

Heather Burns (HB) - Head of Commissioning – Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG)
Kate Damiral (KD) - APB Support Lead, Sheffield City Council (SCC)
Helena Lath (HL) – Team Manager, Future Options Team, Sheffield City Council (SCC)
Emily Morton (EM) – Chief Executive, Disability Sheffield
Charlotte Worthington (CW) – Parent Carer / Advocate and Supervisor, Sheffield Advocacy Service
Megan Freeth (MFr) – Lecturer in Psychology - University of Sheffield
Susan Kirkman (SK) - Family Carer / National Autism Board
Liz Friend (LF) - Parent Carer, Trustee Sheffield Autistic Society
Mary Vere (MV) - Parent Carer, LD Board Member, Healthwatch, Sheffield Carers Voice, Flash 
Sylvia Johnson (SJ) - Parent Carer / Sheffield Asperger’s Parent Action Group & Chair of Asperger’s
Children Trust, Trustee National Autistic Society, SAPAG
Catherine Bunten (CB) - Interim Head of Service for Commissioning, Sheffield City Council (SCC)
Claire Pearson (CP) – Key Worker for Children and Young People, CCG
Christine Anderson (CA) – Commissioning Service Manager, Sheffield City Council (SCC)
Melissa Simmonds (MS) - Adult Autism Project Coordinator VAS/ Coordinator for Sheffield Autism Partnership Network / Autistic Adult/Parent Carer

Richard Johnson (RJ) – Commissioning Officer for LD Services, Sheffield City Council (SCC)
Matt Lawton (ML) – Parent Governor, Parent/Family Carer
Johanne Cotes (JC) - Parent Carer Rep, Sheffield Parent Carer Forum/ Parent Carer
Greg Pursehouse (GP) - Children and Young People Keyworker - Autism and Learning Disabilities

Charlotte Murrie (CM) – Commissioning Officer (SCC) 
John Kay (JK) - Parent carer / Autistic Adult
Ann Mitchell (AM) – Senior Business Support Officer – Sheffield City Council (SCC)



	Apologies
	Robert Carter, Carolyn Bealby, Catherine Rhodes, Georgina Parkin, Graham Neild, Jayne Foulds, Kathryn Robertshaw, Katie Monette, Kelly Thurtle, Neil Robertson, Nicola Hough, Suzanne Allen, Una Cunningham.

	Chair
	Alexis Chappell
	Minutes
	Ann Mitchell

	Item 1
	Welcome and apologies
	Action

	
	Alexis Chappell, Chair, welcomed all to the meeting and introductions were made.  
	

	Item 2
	Sheffield Autism Strategy Development – Alexis/Kate
	Action

	
	Alexis Chappell proposed developing an approach for creating the Autism Strategy for Sheffield, which will be taken to the AHSC Policy Committee in December 2022 for approval.  Alexis suggested board members could present the strategy to the Committee.  The strategy will be all-age and run to 2026 to match the national strategy.  Alexis stated it should reflect our collective dream and public commitment to Sheffield, with a set of supporting information. 
It was agreed to carry out an initial engagement project with local community members to inform the strategy content.  A discussion followed on how to approach the engagement work, summarised below.
It will draw on other current and recent consultations carried out by the Integrated Care System, SAPAG and Disability Sheffield, and Healthwatch.  
Action: Kate to circulate the consultation reports.
It will also need to take account of other work taking place, for example on Firshill Rise and Community Services which has involved consultation and engagement.   

It will be an all-age consultation with Autistic people and their parents/families and carers, including those in the Transitions Service.

The project will work with and through voluntary and community organisations and other providers to reach people.  The organisations directory on the new SAPN website will be useful for identifying appropriate routes.  
A variety of feedback methods will be used for the project, such as surveys, focus groups and discussions hosted by local organisations, to reflect different communication needs and preferences.  
A set of questions will be agreed by Board members, reflecting themes from previous and other relevant work and also aiming to capture other issues that may not already be identified.  It was noted that the ICS consultation identified three key priority areas: education, employment and physical & mental wellbeing.  
This new engagement process will be an opportunity to triangulate feedback gathered from different sources.  This will then be compared against local policies and service provision to identify where the gaps are.  
Alexis stated that the ICS has gathered some demographic data on how many Autistic people there are in Sheffield, which will also inform the strategy.  

Action: Catherine Buntin and Kelly Glover to pull together the demographic data gathered by the ICS strategy.
The local strategy will also link to the National Strategy.  It was noted that new guidance is due to be published on what the Dept of Health expects from local authorities, which will help to inform the strategy.  A new LGA guide for councillors identifies the likely key challenges for local areas to be: access to and support through diagnosis, assessment and support for co-existing conditions, low-level preventative support, benefits, employment and education support, housing, community acceptance and inclusion, and the impact of covid.
To meet the December deadline, the community engagement work would need to be completed by end of September and the cross-mapping work would be carried out in the following weeks.  It was noted that this would require the engagement work to be conducted over the summer holiday period, so the timeline may need to be extended, with the strategy presented to Committee in February or March 2023.

Action: Kate to arrange an initial meeting to plan the community engagement project for the strategy and to add a progress update item to subsequent Board meeting agendas.

The strategy will be written in plain English and acronyms will be avoided.  The strategy itself will be no more than 6 pages long, with appendices.  A glossary of terms will be included with the local strategy to help ensure it is accessible.  An easy-read and audio version will also be available. 

It was noted that the strategy will help to address inequalities experienced by Autistic people and facilitate future funding bids by the Council and CGG.

	KD
CB/KG
KD

 

	Item 8
	Any other business
	

	
	Robert Carter is currently working on developing an Autism Summit, which will look at clinical services like the SAANS service and also consider the support needs for other neurodivergent people such as those with ADHD.  

It was noted that recent Board minutes are still to be published on the APB webpage.   Alexis reported that the SCC website is currently being overhauled and there is a freeze on new content.  This is part of a wider review of the council’s information and guidance offer.  She suggested inviting Tim Gollins who is leading this initiative to a future APB meeting to discuss the developments.

Action: Tim Gollins to be invited to a future APB meeting.

	KD

	
	Agenda Setting
	

	
	MEETING CLOSED
The next Autism Partnership Board meeting will be:
Wednesday 27th July 2022
Time: 12:30pm – 2pm via Zoom
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