	Autism Partnership Board
Wednesday 26th October 2022
Time: 12:30 – 2pm
Via Zoom

	Present
	Alexis Chappell (AC)– Director of Adult Services – Sheffield City Council (SCC)

Kate Damiral (KD) - APB Support Lead, Sheffield City Council (SCC)
Andy Hare (AH) – Strategic Commissioning Manager – Sheffield City Council (SCC)

Helena Lath (HL) – Team Manager, Sheffield City Council (SCC)

Liz Tooke (LT) - Project Manager: Dementia & Physical Health – Sheffield Place, SY and Bassetlaw Integrated Care Systems

Robert Carter (RC) - Senior Commissioning Manager – Sheffield Place (formally CCG), SY and Bassetlaw Integrated Care Systems (ICB)
Emily Morton (EM) – Chief Executive, Disability Sheffield
Graham Nield (GN) – Employment Group, Sheffield Autistic Society (SAS)
Liz Friend (LF) – Parent Carer, Trustee Sheffield Autistic Society

Kelly Scargill (KS) - Development Worker, Disability Sheffield

Rana Alkibesi (RA) - Performance Officer, LD Commissioning Team – Sheffield City Council (SCC)
Marie McGreavy, Strategic Commissioning Manager, Early Years and Early Help, SCC
Sandra Capewell (SC) - Commissioning Officer in SCC LD and Autism Commissioning Team
Helen Sutton (HS) – Covering the meeting on behalf of Georgina Parkin, Strategic Housing, SCC
Susan Kirkman (SK) - Family Carer / National Autistic Society 

David Newman (DN) - Consultant Clinical Psychologist - SHSC - Learning Disabilities Services & SAANS

Chloe Wilks – Coordinator - Safe Places 

Rachel Hardy (RH) - Late diagnosed Autistic, ex social worker

Steve Thomas (ST) – GP and Clinical Director, Integrated Care Board (ICB)
Katie Toman (KT) – Co-ordinator, VAS, Autistic Adult

Katherine Robertshaw (KR) - Interim Director Sheffield Health and Care Partnership
Raheel Baig (RB) - LD&A Commissioning - working across SCC & ICB
Charlotte Worthington (CW) – Sheffield Advocacy Service
Carolyn Bealby (CB) – Parent Carer and SAPAG Committee Member
Mary Vere (MV) - Parent Carer, LD Board Member, Healthwatch, Sheffield Carers Voice, Flash 
John Kay (JK) - Parent carer / Autistic Adult
Melissa Simmonds (MS) - Adult Autism Project Coordinator VAS/Autistic Adult/Parent Carer
Ann Mitchell (AM) – Senior Business Support Officer – Sheffield City Council (SCC)



	Apologies
	Sylvia Johnson, Katie Monette, Johanne Coates, Nick Knowles, Faraz Choudhry, Judith Birkett, Pauline Kimantas, Sharon Brookes, Christine Anderson, Matt Lawson

	Chair
	Alexis Chappell
	Minutes
	Ann Mitchell

	Item 1
	Welcome and apologies
	Action

	
	Alexis Chappell, Chair, welcomed all to the meeting and introductions were made via the chat facility.

	


	Item 2
	GP Practice Autism Register and Annual Health Checks – Liz Tooke and Steve Thomas
	Action

	
	Liz Tooke, NHS/South Yorkshire Integrated Care Board (ICB), and Steve Thomas, Sheffield GP and Clinical Director with ICB attended the meeting to give an update on GP Autism Registers and Autism Annual Health Checks:  
· Data indicates there are 4,543 people over 18 in Sheffield with a recorded Autism diagnosis

· Of these, 3,407 have Autism without an LD diagnosis, 1,136 have Autism with an LD diagnosis, but it was noted that these figures are probably much higher than this and exclude children.
· Training and information on autism are available for health care professionals and individuals.  There has been a good uptake of the training.

· They have not yet launched guidance for GPs as the ICB needs to ensure Autistic persons have the correct ‘code’ in their GP notes to ensure they can be pulled when GPs need data.

· The autism registers will provide the building blocks for annual health checks.

· Sheffield has been successful in being awarded funding for a small pilot of 100 health checks across the city.  These are only available for persons who GPs invite to take part. (9 or possibly 10 GP surgeries will be involved in this pilot)

· There will be a wider pilot of Autism specific annual health checks which will support the long-term plan commitments to test an autism-specific health check across the nation.  Feedback from this won’t be available until 2024.
The criteria for the health checks will be a previous autism diagnosis coded on the system which will enable GPs to pull through these persons who have autism and other related diagnoses.  This produces an unrefined list and a clinician will look through both written and online notes to update it.  This will provide an opportunity to pick up on mis-diagnosed conditions.  
It was noted that more work needs to be done to identify more autistic people. 
GPs already have the skills to carry out the health checks, which will try to identify persons who have not yet had a diagnosis of chronic disease.  The GP surgeries taking part in the pilot have undertaken additional training on autism, which is online and delivered by experts by experience.  
It was noted that autistic people who also have a learning disability will have different needs to other autistic people.
The GP practices were chosen for the pilot through the clinical directors of the 15 Primary Care Networks asking for expressions of interest.  The ICB application had to be submitted to NHS England within a 24 hour window.  The ICB will share the background technical clinical search programme for coding that has been developed for the pilot with all GP surgeries in Sheffield.  The ICB is already asking them to apply reasonable adjustments in a robust way, for example advocates should be welcomed by most GP surgeries. 

The pilot will use the existing Pathway for Autism but hopefully the health checks will pick up diseases earlier.  The pre health-check questionnaire is vast but is part of the trial.  The ICB asked if they could modify the questionnaire but received a negative response.  
Board members welcomed the progress made on this subject. 
Feedback from this discussion will be collated and added to the pilot information.  It was agreed that Liz and Steve should provide an update in approximately 6 months’ time.
Action: Kate to arrange the update item.

	KD

	Item 3
	Oliver McGowan Training – Marjorie Fee
	Action

	
	Marje Fee gave an update on Oliver McGowan training for Autism and LD.
· The training has been co-produced, trialled and evaluated nationally and will be available once the NHS agrees it.  
· The training will be delivered at two levels.  It will be the responsibility of managers to inform their staff when they need to do tier 1 and tier 2 training.  Anita Winter from Integrated Care – LEDER, has been pulling together a project group to look at staffing numbers who will need to attend the tier 1 training.  
Marje will be part of the planning group and is looking for two or three experts by experience to join.  The deadline for expressions of interest is Friday 28th October.
It is unclear whether the training focuses on Autism alone, or also covers those with both Autism and LD.  It was noted that everyone who has autism is different.  There is a lack of basic understanding around this.  Non-speaking autistic people’s needs and views should also be addressed.

The importance of consistency of professional support for an autistic person was noted, which the training should promote.

Steve confirmed that GPs have done LD and other training and expressed the opinion that the existing training currently available is likely to be just as good or better than this new nationally mandated training.
This initiative has been coordinated across South Yorkshire to date, but the local project will aim to work with experts by experience to get this training right for local needs and can build on previous training delivered by Autism Partnership Board members.  A wider local training offer may need to be developed if the Oliver McGowan programme does not provide the scope to cover what the Board would like it to.
Several board members with lived experience expressed their interest in joining the project group.
Action: Marje Fee to look into how to gain the views of non-speaking autistic people for the project.

	MF




	Item 4
	Strategy Feedback – Kate Damiral/Melissa Simmonds
	Action

	
	Kate and Melissa gave an update on the initial strategy engagement work to fill gaps from recent consultations, as agreed at the working group in the summer. Six target audiences have been covered: older people, non-speaking people, parents, those with other conditions, individuals from the BAME community (including people of Chinese and Yemeni heritage) and the LGBTQ community.
In depth conversations with each target group had captured what people in these groups feel are important to them, to help identify strategy priorities alongside insights from previous consultations.

In a separate exercise, all the autism-tagged support listings had been compiled from the four main online directories: the Sheffield MH Guide on the Flourish website, SAPAN Directory, Sheffield Directory and the Local Offer.
Over 130 listings have been identified and will be categorised into a map of local support offers.  Day services compiled by AHSC commissioners will also be included.  This data will feed into the strategy and the Council’s information and guidance project.  

It was noted that the Board’s website still needs updating.  A request has gone to the Digital Services Team.

Action: Kate to chase the update.
A strategy development session will be arranged to enable a draft document to be ready by December.  It was confirmed that it will be a cross-organisational collaborative strategy.  It will be presented to the Adult Social Care Committee in February by Board members.  
Alexis proposed that the Board could be developed to include a children and young people delivery group and an adults delivery group.  It was agreed to discuss the board structure at the next meeting and to consider how to ensure people’s voices are heard.  It was noted that some autistic Board members do not feel their views are always heard or validated at meetings and that autistic voices from the wider community need to be better represented.
	KD


	Item 8
	Minutes, actions and any other business

	

	
	Due to a lack of time, members were asked to send any minute amendment requests to Kate Damiral.
John informed the meeting that he had been invited to join the Derbyshire Autism Partnership Board.  It was noted that this may be an opportunity to work collaboratively and share good practice.

Alexis confirmed that the Adult Social Care Summit which should have taken place in September will now take place on November 8th.
MEETING CLOSED
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