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Introduction 
 
This booklet lists sources available within Sheffield Libraries Archives and 
Information for the study of the history of Sheffield Castle. It is not a detailed history 
of the castle rather it points the reader who wishes to carry out their own research to 
what is available within Sheffield Libraries and Archives. 
 
Sheffield’s Castle stood on the site now occupied by Castle House and the Castle 
Markets for about 500 years until its demolition in 1648 after the Civil War.  There is 
a wide range of material available, from deeds and other legal documents in the 14th 
century through to archaeological surveys in the late 20th century.  
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Timeline showing key dates  
 
 

1086 
Domesday Book records Earl Waltheof, (Anglo-Saxon) Lord of 
Hallamshire, having a hall, believed to be on the site of the later 
castle 

c. 1120 
William de Lovetot (a Norman) becomes Lord of Hallamshire 
and is believed to have built a castle  

1184 First reference to ‘Castellum de Seldfeld’ (Sheffield Castle) 

1266 
Sheffield Castle destroyed by supporters of Simon de Montfort’s 
rebellion 

1270 
Thomas de Furnival received a royal charter enabling him to 
build a new castle 

15th cent 
Sheffield manor court rolls record expenditure on repairs to the 
castle 

1582 
Inventory of household goods of George, Earl of Shrewsbury, 
describes the castle and its contents 

1586 Inventory of armour in the castle 

1637 John Harrison’s survey gives a precise description of the castle 

1642 Sir John Gell’s Parliamentary forces occupy the castle 

1643 Royalist forces retake the castle 

1644 Following heavy bombardment the Royalist forces surrender 

1646 House of Commons resolves to make the castle untenable 

1647 House of Commons resolves to demolish the castle 

1648 Castle demolished 

1927 - 1930 Castle Markets excavated 

1972 L H Butcher records building works on or near the castle 

1994 
South Yorkshire Archaeology Service undertake a structural 
survey of the remains 
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List of documents, books, photographs and other items available at Sheffield 
Libraries, Archives and Information  
 
Early References 
 
The extensive archive of the Earls of Shrewsbury will include numerous references 
to the castle (Sheffield Archives: ACM) 
 
Compotus roll - concerning the relief due from John Talbot and Matilda his wife for 
all the lands and tenements ... the lands include the Castle and Manor of Sheffield ... 
1410 
(Sheffield Archives: ACM/S/535)   
 
Release and Quit Claim by Thomas Fallenge to Roger Stedeman clerk, of all right 
claim and demand which he had or might have in a messuage situate ... on the 
Castle Green (Castelgrene), 1430 
(Sheffield Archives: CB/49) 
 
Grant by William Neuton rector of the Church of Treeton to Thomas Fallenge, of the 
reversion in a messuage with an outbuilding ... on the Castelgrene, 14 Feb 1425 
(Sheffield Archives: CB/44) 
 
Charter in which the Seliok family are referred to as owning land and house in 
Sheffield, adjoining Sheffield Castle, Jan 1461 
(Sheffield Archives: CB/61) 
   
Lease of twelve capital burgesses to Richard Linne, of Sheffield including a 
tenement in Sheffield on the Castle Green, 24 Oct 1555 
(Sheffield Archives: CB/78) 
 
Letters, signed by Mary, Queen of Scots, written during her imprisonment at 
Sheffield Castle, Apr - May 1571 
(Sheffield Archives: MD18871/-3) 
 
Letter from George Talbot at Sheffield Castle, 6th Earl of Shrewsbury, to the 
Heralds, 24 May [before 1577] 
(Sheffield Archives: BFM/2/112)    
 
Letter from George Talbot, 6th Earl of Shrewsbury, at Sheffield Castle to Thomas 
Baldwyn, 16 Nov 1580 
(Sheffield Archives: BFM/2/45)   
 
List of the armour in Sheffield Castle, 1586 
(Sheffield Archives: JC/919) 
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Letter from William Deckenson to the 6th Earl Shrewsbury at Sheffield ... a stag was 
killed in Kimberworth park and it is thought the culprits are known ... begs the Earl to 
write to Lord Darcy that they may be kept in Sheffield Castle till he comes, 31 Jul 
1586 
(Sheffield Archives: BFM/2/86 (use microfilm A176)) 
 
Letter from William Deckenson and Anthony Lathom to the 6th Earl Shrewsbury at 
Sheffield ... further details about ... of the poachers held in Sheffield Castle, 11 Aug 
1586 
(Sheffield Archives: BFM/2/87) 
 
Book of payments (the payments are for annuities, charitable gifts, servants' wages 
and expenses about the Manor, Park, etc.; this last section is headed 'Sheffield 
Castle Book'), 1598-1599 
(Sheffield Archives: ACM/S/119)  
 
Conveyance, from Gilbert, Earl of Shrewsbury, and his daughters Lady Mary and 
Lady Alathea Talbot, to Anthony Wingefield, Robert Booth, Thomas Cooke and 
Henry Butler, the Earl's servants ..Sheffield Castle, the Lordship of Hallam, the 
Manors of Sheffield and other places, 14 Apr 1602 
(Sheffield Archives: ACM/SD/152) 
 
Several fines, recoveries, exemplifications, etc., connected with the settlement of the 
Earl of Shrewsbury's estates ... Sheffield Castle, the Manors of Sheffield, etc., Sir 
Edward Leche and John Dixe v. Earl Gilbert's daughters and their husbands, 1627 
(Sheffield Archives: ACM/SD/288) 
 
Acquittances for expenses of armoury at Sheffield Castle, 1628 - 1630 
(Sheffield Archives: WWM/Br P/185/1/4) 
 
List of court rolls, etc., sent or remaining at Sheffield Castle c. 1640; Bills for 
repairing the castle, etc. c. 1628-1631; note of muniments delivered from the castle 
(Sheffield Archives: WWM/BR/206 (use microfilm M7 101)) 
 
Harrison, John, An Exact and Perfect Survey and View of the Manor of Sheffield, 
1637, transcribed and edited by J G Ronksley (1908) 
Page 47 gives a description of the castle in 1636. 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 333.094274 S; also available at Sheffield Archives: 
SAI/ARCH) 
 
Memorandum regarding Sheffield rents, [post 1637] 
Includes a reference to Sheffield castle - great Chamber in the castle is finished and 
water brought thither. 
(Sheffield Archives: WWM/BR/203) 
 
Lease of the castle and manor of Sheffield, 1640 
(Sheffield Archives: WWM/D600) 
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Papers regarding the case of Attorney General versus Sir John Bright regarding 
money received by the latter as sequestrator and in other offices of the 
Commonwealth, 17th cent. 
Refers to Bright ‘haveing command of Sheffield Castle then held as a garrison for 
the kinge and parliament ...’ 
(Sheffield Archives: WWM/D729) 
 
Lease by Henry, Lord Marquis of Dorchester, Henry, Earl of Peterborough and Sir 
Robert Stapleton (trustees), to Henry, Lord Howard of Castle Rising [afterwards 6th 
Duke]. Sheffield Castle and the Manors of Sheffield, 9 Jul 1669 
(Sheffield Archives: ACM/SD/185) 
 
Declaration and mortgage conveying Sheffield Castle and Park for the better 
securing £10,000 secured on Drayton House and other property in 
Northamptonshire, 4 - 6 Aug 1677 
(Sheffield Archives: ACM/SD/193-194) 
 
Marriage settlement of Henry, son of Henry, Earl of Norwich in which the castle is 
mentioned, Jun 1677 
(Sheffield Archives: ACM/SD/190) 
 
'Whitenton sessment at Sheffield Castle' (list of names and sums collected), [17th 
cent] 
(Sheffield Archives: Bag C/3477) 
 
Deed to make a tenant for suffering a Recovery and Recovery of Sheffield Castle, 
the Manors of Sheffield, Cowley, Whiston, etc., 1706 
(Sheffield Archives: ACM/SD/217-218)   
 
Deeds charging the Sheffield Castle and Manor estates with the payment of 
annuities to servants (named) of Edward, Duke of Norfolk, 5 May 1777 
(Sheffield Archives: ACM/SD/241-242)   
 
 
Civil War Period 
 
Copy of articles of capitulation, 1644 
(Sheffield Archives: MD2048) 
 
Crawford, Lawrence, " A Journal, or A true & exact relation of each days passage, of 
that party of the Right Honourable the Earle of Manchester's Army, under the 
command of the ever honoured Major Generall Craford, from the first of August to 
the end of the same month. Wherein there is truly related the taking of several 
places, with the conditions & articles of the same. Purposely set forth for the  
honour of that party. Published by Authority” (London: Printed for Hugh Perry, 1644) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 S (photocopy of the original in the Bodleian 
Library at the University of Oxford; also available at the British Library E8(4)) 
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Story of the siege and its destruction in South Yorkshire Notes and Queries, vol. 1 
pages 22 and 226 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 913.4274 S) 
 
Account of the siege of Sheffield Castle, 1644 and a photograph of part of the castle 
wall 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 18, 
pages 3-5  (0942.74 S)) 
 
Account of the siege of Sheffield Castle, from a contemporary pamphlet 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 18 
pages 76-78 (942.74 SF) and vol. 19, pages 32-37 (942.74 S)) 
 
Notes on the actual date when the evacuation of the castle took place in 1644 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 40, 
page 38  (942.74 SF)) 
 
Siege of Sheffield Castle: diary of a besieger over 200 years ago 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 4, 
page 59  (942.74 S)) 
 
Account of the destruction of the castle in 1648 and other short historical notes 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: Sheffield Telegraph, 16 Aug 1948 (page 2) 
(microfilm)) 
 
 
Archaeology 
 
Waddington, Clive, Discovering Sheffield Castle - A Prospectus for Excavating and  
Presenting Sheffield’s Lost Castle (Archaeological Research Services Ltd, 2009) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 728.81 SQ) 
 
Notes and photographs of excavations, [c. 1900] 
(Sheffield Archives: HAS/21/19/1-9) 
 
Ancient bayonet found on site 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 9, 
page 96  (942.74 SQ)) 
 
Illustrated notes on stone coffin  
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 39, 
page 54  (942.74 SF)) 
 
Illustrated article on some relics 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 48, 
pages 65 - 66  (942.74 S)) 
 
Pictures of relics of the castle 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 16, 
pages 36-37  (942.74 SF)) 
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Photograph of an old stone wall, which was part of Sheffield Castle 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 39, 
page 32  (942.74 SF)) 
 
Photographs of a key, a horse shoe and other relics found during excavations in 
Leadmill Road 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 8, 
pages 30, 42 and 110-119  (942.74 S)) 
 
Photographs of relics 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 8, 
pages 2-3  (942.74 S)) 
 
Photographs of some remains 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 40, 
page 30  (942.74 SF)) 
 
Photograph and note on a door, thought to be chapel door 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 50, 
page 18  (942.74 S)) 
 
Picture of door, believed to have led into the chapel 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 18, 
page 104  (942.74 SQ)) 
 
Description of relics unearthed during excavations on the premises of the Co-
operative Society 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: Sheffield Daily Independent, 10 Nov 1937 (page 7) 
(microfilm)) 
 
Picture of house built in the wall of the castle and picture with remains of wall 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 13, 
page 23  (942.74 S)) 
 
Notes on excavations 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 35, 
page 127 (942.74 SF)  and vol. 18 page 106 (942.74 SQ)) 
 
Picture of excavations, 1927, and picture suggesting what it may have looked like in 
the time of Edward III  
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 35, 
pages 37-38  (942.74 SF)) 
 
Part of castle unearthed by workmen 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: The Star, 31 Jan 1958 (page 5) (microfilm)) 
 
Picture and note regarding bayonet 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 12, 
page 5 (0942.74 SF)) 
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Relics of old Sheffield Castle: discovery of interesting links with Queen Mary’s days 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 4, 
page 82  (0942.74 S)) 
 
Armstrong, A. L., ‘Sheffield Castle: An Account of Discoveries made During 
Excavations on the Site from 1927 - 1929’, in Transactions of the Hunter 
Archaeological Society’, vol. 4, page 7 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 913.4274 S; reprint available in Local Pamphlets, 
vol. 174 no. 17 ((042 S); also available at Sheffield Archives: HAS) 
 
Himsworth, J. B., Sheffield Castle Excavations, 1927 - 1942; records of an Eye-
witness, (1942) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 SSTQ) 
 
Saich, Dinah and Louisa Matthews, Archaeology in South Yorkshire no. 11 (South 
Yorkshire Archaeology Service, 2006) (pages 96-97 and 132-133) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: journals; also available at Sheffield Archives: 
SAI/ARCH) 
 
Saich, Dinah and Louisa Matthews, Archaeology in South Yorkshire 1999-2001 
(South Yorkshire Archaeology Service, 2001) (pages 75-76) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: journals; also available at Sheffield Archives: 
SAI/ARCH) 
 
Saich, Dinah, Archaeology in South Yorkshire 1998-1999 (South Yorkshire 
Archaeology Service, 2001) (pages 68-70) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: journals; also available at Sheffield Archives: 
SAI/ARCH) 
 
Controversy over and historical details of site 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 4, 
pages 2i - 2xii  (942.74 S)) 
 
Details of excavations near the site in 1927 in Tatton, Henry, Sheffield, vol. 1 page 
108 and vol. 2, pages 226, 231, 237 and 305 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 SQ) 
 
Discovery of the ruins, details of schemes for preservation, etc. 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 4, 
pages 32-38  (942.74 S)) 
 
Letter from T. W. Hall on the discovery of an important part of the foundations 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 30, 
page 18  (942.74 SQ)) 
 
Short historical notes and a description of the excavations in Blackwood’s Magazine, 
vol. 235 pages 211-213 (1934) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 052 ST) 
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Note on Mr W. F. Northend’s suggestion that the castle site should not be built on 
but excavated, with further suggestions 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: Sheffield Daily Telegraph, 29 Apr 1946 (page 2), 31 
May 1946 (page 2), 7 Jun 1946 (page 2) and 8 Jun 1946 (page 2) (microfilm)) 
 
 
Newspaper reports, etc. 
 
Relevant articles and features may appear in local newspapers. The main titles 
available at Sheffield Local Studies Library include: Iris or Sheffield Advertiser for the 
Northern Counties, 1794 – 1856; Sheffield Daily Telegraph, 1855 – 1986; Sheffield 
Mercury, 1807 – 1848; Sheffield Telegraph (weekly) 1989 – date; Sheffield 
Independent 1819 – 1938 and the Star 1873 - date 
 
Local newspaper cuttings collection 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: microfiche) 
 
Archives of some national newspapers are available on the internet, notably The 
Times (http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/archive/) and The Guardian 
(http://archive.guardian.co.uk)  
 
The British Library British Newspapers 1800-1900 website includes over nine million 
pages from over 300 national and local newspapers (including the Sheffield and 
Rotherham Independent 1819-1909, Sheffield Daily Telegraph 1855-1950 and 
Sheffield Evening Telegraph 1887-1920) 
(http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/)  
 
 
Photographs 
 
Over 65,000 images from the Sheffield Local Studies Library photographic collection 
are available to search online at www.picturesheffield.com.   
 
 
Books and Pamphlets, etc. 
 
Benson, Dennis, illustrated article in Aspects of Local History, pages 4-6 (1982) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 S) 
 
Bostwick, David, Sheffield in Tudor and Stuart Times (Sheffield City Museums 1985, 
2004 reprint) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 S; also available at Sheffield Archives: 
BOS/LOCAL) 
 
Cockerton, R. W. P., ‘The Castle Gate’ in Derbyshire Countryside, no. 7 page 54 
and no. 8 page 82 (1932) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 052.51 SQ) 
 
Dawson, Ian, Exploring around South Yorkshire (Dovecote Press, 1994) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 914.274 S) 

http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/archive/
http://archive.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
http://www.picturesheffield.com/
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Freemantle, W. T., A Bibliography of Sheffield and its Vicinity, (Pawson and 
Brailsford, 1911) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 016.94274 S; also available at Sheffield Archives: 
FRE/LOCAL) 
 
Garfitt, G. A., ‘The Castle Hill’ in Transactions of the Hunter Archaeological Society, 
vol. 1, page 187 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 913.4274 S; also available at Sheffield Archives: 
HAS) 
 
Hampshire, G. A., ‘Christmas Day - 1570 at Sheffield’, in Sheffield and North 
Derbyshire Spectator, Dec 1976 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 052.74 SQ) 
 
Harman, Ruth, Pevsner Architectural Series: Sheffield, (Yale University Press, 2004) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 720.94274 S; also available at Sheffield Archives: 
HAR/ARCH) 
 
Hart, C. R., ‘Sheffield Castle’ (Sheffield City Museums, 1989) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library:  MP 5038 M) 
 
Hunter Archaeological Society Transactions (various volumes and dates) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library:  913.4274 SQ; also available at Sheffield Archives: 
HAS) 
 
Hunter, J., History and Topography of the Parish of Sheffield (Hallamshire), (new 
and enlarged edition by Rev Alfred Gatty, 1875) 
Included in this volume are transcripts of the Earl of Crawford’s correspondence 
1644, the articles of surrender, 1644, the London Post of 1644 and the financial 
accounts relating to the demolition of the castle. 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 SF; also available at Sheffield Archives: 
HUN/LOCAL) 
 
Keys, David, ‘Re-discovering Sheffield's Castle’, in Derbyshire Life and Countryside, 
June 2002 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 052.74 SQ) 
     
King, D. J. C., brief note in Castellarium Anglicanum, vol. 2, pages 511 - 541 (1983) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 728.81 ST) 
 
Leader, J. D., Sheffield Castle and Mary, Queen of Scots: An Historical Paper, read 
before the Sheffield Mechanics' Institution, Nov. 22, 1869 (Leader and Sons, 1869) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 941.05 SST; other copies at local pamphlets vol. 24 
no. 1 and vol. 112 no. 6 (042 S); also available at Sheffield Archives: LEA/LOCAL) 
 
Leader, J. D., Sheffield Castle and Manor Lodge in 1582: A Paper read before the 
Sheffield Architectural and Archaeological Society, 1872 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: local pamphlets, vol. 2 nos. 3 and 19  (042 SQ); 
other copies available at vol. 229 no. 21 (042 S) and vol. 96 no. 3 (042 SQ)) 
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Olive, Martin, ‘Sheffield Castle’ [historical notes], taken from Choice, Autumn 1974 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 3392 M) 
 
Pevsner, N., Yorkshire: the West Riding (Penguin, 1968) page 454 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 720.94274 S); also available at Sheffield Archives: 
PEV/ARCH) 
 
Richardson, Shaun, Where are thy Relics?  Re-investigating Sheffield Castle (Ed 
Dennison Archaeological Services Ltd, 2013) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 728.81 SQ) 
 
Saville, David, The Story of Sheffield Castle (Alistair Lofthouse, 2005) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 728.81 S and 728.81 SST; also available at a 
number of community libraries, 728.810942) 
     
Smith, M. E., Castles and Manor Houses in and around Derbyshire (J.H. Hall, 1992) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 728.8 S) 
 
Sneyd, S., The Devil’s Logbook: Castles and Fortified Sites around South Yorkshire 
(Hilltop Press, 1995) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 725.18 SST) 
 
Tatton, Henry, Sheffield, (c. 1929), vol. 1 pages 45, 49 and 51 - sketches of chimney 
pot, passage leading to a house in the moat, location plan and sketch house 
formerly in the moat;  vol. 2 page 234 (imaginative reconstruction in the time of 
Edward III)  
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 SQ) 
 
Taylor, Thomas, Antiquities of Sheffield (1797) 
Includes an account of the siege of the castle (page 30) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 S; additional copies available in Peacock, 
John, Poems (1797) (821 P313 SST) and Local Pamphlets, vol. 250 no. 2 and vol. 5 
no. 13 (042 S)) 
   
Tucker, S. I., Descent of the Manor of Sheffield (1874) includes an inventory of the 
household goods of George, Earl of Shrewsbury (page 15) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 S) 
 
Vickers, J. E., Articles on Sheffield (typescript, 1967) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 SST) 
 
Vickers, J.E., Sheffield Castle (typescript, 1972) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 4240 M) 
 
Walton, Mary, ‘Sheffield Castle Manuscripts’ in Transactions of the Hunter 
Archaeological Society, vol. 5, page 269 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 913.4274 S; also available at Sheffield Archives: 
HAS) 
 



 
© Sheffield City Council, 2010 
 
 

Page 14 of 21 

Walton, Mary, The Prisons of Mary Queen of Scots in Yorkshire and Derbyshire 
(Sheffield Local Studies, 1974) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 SQ; also available at Sheffield Archives 
LOC/LOCAL) 
 
Winder, Thomas, Sheffield Castle and the Manor Lodge (British Association for the 
Advancement of Science, Sheffield meeting, 1910) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: Local pamphlets, vol. 118 no 18  (042 S); also 
available in Handbook and Guide to Sheffield, 1910, 914.274 S) 
 
Zasada, Krys A., A History of Sheffield Castle and Markets (Sheffield Markets, 1996) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 728.81 SQ and 728.81 SSTQ; also available at a 
number of community libraries: 728.820942 Q) 
 
Sheffield Castle and Brightside and Carbrook Co-operative Society Ltd, 1100 - 1929 
- a souvenir (Brightside and Carbrook Co-operative Society Ltd., 1929) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 334.5 SQ and 334.5 SSTQ; also available at 
Sheffield Archives: SY439) 
 
Castles of South Yorkshire - South Yorkshire Life and Leisure: Monuments and 
Buildings no. 1 (South Yorkshire County Council, 1976) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 3032 S) 
 
The History of Sheffield Castle & Sheffield Markets (Sheffield Markets, 2005) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 5823 M) 
 
Sheffield Castle : summary of collections, archives and research held in Weston 
Park Museum (Sheffield Arts and Museums Department, 1997) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 5039 M) 
 
Sheffield Castle and Markets history - chronology  (Sheffield Markets, 1996) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 3389 M) 
 
Historical note in Mary Queen of Scots in Captivity (Teaching Units for History no. 9 
(pages 18-20) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 375.94274 SQ) 
 
Notes on supposed underground tunnel connected to Hall in the Ponds 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 46, 
page 8  (942.74 SQ)) 
 
Note by A. W. Millar 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 11, 
page 143 (942.74 SQ)) 
 
Short historical article in Books of the Month (Sheffield City Libraries, 1936) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 017.1 S) 
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Historical article 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 17, 
pages 44-45  (942.74 SQ)) 
 
Newspaper cuttings and draft letters from Fred Bland to the Sheffield Daily 
Telegraph, [c. 1910] 
(Sheffield Archives: BC/18/1-2) 
 
Picture and brief details 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 51, 
page 601  942.74 SF)) 
 
Sketch 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 37, 
page 104  (942.74 SQ)) 
 
Picture showing tower wheel and Blonk Bridge 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 50, 
page 119  (942.74 S)) 
 
Poem and sketch, Views of Sheffield (c. 1900) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 914.274 S) 
 
History of, in Drury, Charles, A Sheaf of Essays (Northend, 1929) (page 171) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74) 
 
Photographs and note on old remains 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 16, 
page 191  942.74 SQ)) 
 
Imaginative sketch and short note on the castle in the time of Edward III and an 
image of it in 1066 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 34, 
pages 23-24  (942.74 SQ)) 
 
Details of the possibility of ancient tunnels being situated beneath the castle in 
Clarke, David, Strange South Yorkshire: Myth and Magic in the Valley of the Don 
(1987) (pages 99-104) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 398.3 S) 
 
Letter discussing its historical authenticity, 2 Apr 1929 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings by Frederick Bradbury, page 21 
(942.74 SF)) 
 
Historical notes 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 3386 M) 
 

Brief details in Sheffield Spectator, Jul 1982 (page 15) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 052.74 SQ) 
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Concise account (including illustrations of Davenport’s reconstruction of what it 
looked like) in The Hub, vol. 12 no. 11, (pages 14 - 16), Apr 1964  
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 380 S) 
 
Historical and descriptive article, Sheffield Spectator, vol. 1 no. 10, (page 17), Jan 
1966 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 052.74 SQ) 
 
Historical details and article 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 25, 
pages 8 and 120  942.74 SF)) 
 
Poem and illustration in Consumers’ Tea Co. Advertisement and price list, c. 1893 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 116 M and MP 864 M) 
 
Brief summary of various schemes for the site of the castle 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 42, 
page 51  (942.74 SQ)) 
 
Discovery of castle court 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 4, 
page 10  (942.74 S)) 
 
Note on the history and derivation of the name Castle Dyke 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: local pamphlets vol. 110 no. 5 (page 13) (042 S) 
 
Christmas card from The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Sheffield (Alderman and 
Mrs J. T. Worrall), 1965 
Front cover shows the reproduction of an oil painting of Sheffield Castle in the 17th 
Century by Kenneth Steel plus information about the castle 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: MP 2126 S) 
 
Brief historical notes on the castle grinding wheel, Quality of Sheffield, Nov / Dec 
1983 (page 34) 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 380 SQ) 
 
Note on the demolition of the old tower wheel near Victoria Station 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 36, 
page 152  (942.74 S)) 
 
Picture of castle grinding wheel, c. 1850 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 9, 
page 17  (942.74 SQ)) 
 
Picture of old tower wheel 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 25, 
page 116 (942.74 SF)) 
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Sketch and details of castle grinding wheel in Tatton, Henry, Sheffield, vol. 2 page 
223 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 SQ) 
 
View of old tower wheel, 1844 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 35, 
page 86  (942.74 SF)) 
 
View of the old tower wheel from an etching of 1844 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 34, 
page 6  (942.74 SQ)) 
 
Sketch and notes of old buildings standing on the site of the bowling green, Castle 
Hill in Tatton, Henry, Sheffield, vol. 1, page 98 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 SQ) 
 
Sketch of the old killing shambles, Castle Hill in Tatton, Henry, Sheffield, vol. 1, page 
54 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 SQ) 
 
 
Maps and plans 
 
Ordnance Survey maps c. 1850 onwards 
e.g. the 1:500 series 1889 edition (sheet 294.8.12) and the 1902 edition (sheet 
277.13.22) include the supposed site of castle wall and the site of castle ditch, etc. 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library and Sheffield Archives) 
 
A list of Sheffield’s town maps available at Sheffield Local Studies Library and 
Sheffield Archives is available at www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives (click on ‘What 
collections do we have?’ and then ‘Maps - Town and County’)  
 
The Arundel Castle Manuscripts (ACM) and the Fairbank Collection (FC) contain 
numerous plans relating to the area formerly occupied by the castle (such as 
Castlegate, Castle Hill and Waingate, etc), too many to list here.  You need to 
consult the separate ACM and FC map index cards at Sheffield Archives. 
 
A plan of the tenements, etc., on the Castle Hill, William Fairbank, 1769 
(Sheffield Archives: ACM/SheS/1948S) 
 
A Correct Plan of the Town of Sheffield, 1771 
(Sheffield Archives: FB/She/1S) 
 
Plan of the remainder of Castle Hill for and belonging to the Duke of Norfolk, 1771 
(Sheffield Archives: FBC/FB40 (pages 46-47)) 
 
A plan of Castle Hill with the adjacent tenements, William Fairbank, 1785 
(Sheffield Archives: ACM/SHeS/1950L; tracing available at Local Studies S (19) 1 
M) 
 

http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives
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Survey of Castle Hill, 1788 
(Sheffield Archives: FC/FB64 supplement pages 80-81) 
 
Plan, c. 1700 in Winder, Thomas, T’Heft and’ blades o’ Shevvield 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 427.73 S) 
 
Plan in Tatton, Henry, Sheffield (1929), vol. 1 page 78 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: 942.74 SQ) 
 
Plan of site and historical notes 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 35, 
page 25  (942.74 SF)) 
 
Plan and particulars of freehold properties and ground rents of freehold properties 
situate adjoining Waingate, Castlefolds, Castle Hill and Shambles Lane, Sheffield, 
1888 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: sale plans 18 Dec 1888) 
 
Reproduction of plan by William Fairbank and etching 
(Sheffield Local Studies Library: newspaper cuttings relating to Sheffield, vol. 31, 
page 31  (942.74 SQ)) 
 
 
Library and Archive collections held elsewhere 
 
Correspondence of the Earls of Shrewsbury from Sheffield Castle, 1499 - 1690 is 
available in the Talbot Papers at Lambeth Palace Library in the Talbot 
Papers  http://www.lambethpalacelibrary.org/ 

 
The 6th Duke of Norfolk, in the reign of Charles II, gave to the College of Arms, a 
large collection of the letters of his Talbot ancestors which were then at Sheffield 
Castle. This is referred to in Report of the Royal Commission on Historical 
Manuscripts, vol. 3, (pages 185 and  297), (HMSO, 1872) 
 http://www.college-of-arms.gov.uk/  
 
Letter from William Savile about progress with the campaign and finances 'bee sure 
you want not any money nether for yourself nor your freinds soe long as any 
roundhead hathe either fingers or toas left within tenn myles of the castle', 21 Jun 
1643 
Letter from W. Newcastle to Major Thomas Beaumont at Sheffield: regrets the loss 
of the colonel, intends to take the government of Sheffield Castle and its garrison 
into his own hands, 24 Jan 1643 Note of last letter of Sir W. Savile, dated 19 Jan 
1643 [NS 1644] 
(Yorkshire Archaeological Society: Bradfer-Lawrence collection MD335/3/7/57 
http://www.bradfer.yascollections.org.uk/)   
 
Bell, Robert, ‘Memorials of the Civil War: comprising the correspondence of the 
Fairfax family with the most distinguished personages engaged in that memorable 
contest. Now first published from the original manuscripts’ (R. Bentley, 1849).  

http://www.lambethpalacelibrary.org/
http://www.college-of-arms.gov.uk/
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Page 113 is a letter from the Earl of Manchester at Lincoln to Lord Fairfax, 24 Aug 
1644 re the surrender of the castle. 
Available on https://books.google.co.uk  
 
There are references to the castle in Notes and Queries (Oxford University Press, 
1868) (page 326). This is not available at Sheffield Libraries, however it is available 
to view on Googlebooks: https://books.google.co.uk  
 
The London Post, 20 Aug 1644, contains an account of the capture of Sheffield 
Castle 
(British Library: 
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/atyourdesk/docsupply/collection/newspapers/)  
 

Vicars, John, ‘Magnalia Dei Anglicana, or, England's Parliamentary-Chronicle. . . . 
Collected cheifly for the high Honour of our Wonder-working God ; And for the 
unexpressible comfort of all Cordiall English Parliamentarians", 1646  
The attack on Sheffield Castle in 1644 is described in part 4. 
(British Library: English Short Title catalogue (ESTC) citation R233017 
(http://estc.bl.uk). Copies are  also available in York Minster Library and The John 
Rylands Library in Manchester). 
 
The papers of the Parliamentary commander, Sir John Gell are available at 
Derbyshire Record Office 
(http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/leisure/record_office/default.asp)  
 
Probate records of the Earls of Shrewsbury may include references to the castle and 
its contents. Prerogative Court of Canterbury wills are at the National Archives 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/wills.htm . Those for the Prerogative 
Court of York are at the Borthwick Institute for Archives at the University of York 
(http://www.york.ac.uk/borthwick/)  
 
The Access to Archives online database (A2A) contains catalogues describing 
archives held locally in England and Wales http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 
 
The Archives Hub contains catalogues describing archives held in universities and 
colleges in the UK http://www.archiveshub.ac.uk/  
 
An account of the castle’s demolition in 1648 is available in the John Wilson papers 
at the Brotherton Library at the University of Leeds (http://library.leeds.ac.uk/) 
 
The National Archives (TNA) holds records of central government departments and 
agencies. You can search the TNA catalogue online at 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. An initial search for the term ‘Sheffield castle’ reveals 
a petition dated c. 1322 of Hugh de Lacy of Thurlstone who had been imprisoned in 
the castle (ref. SC 8/56/2757) and Council of Star Chamber proceedings regarding 
Henry Saveyll imprisoned in the castle, 1509 - 1547 (ref. STAC 2/29/189) 

https://books.google.co.uk/
https://books.google.co.uk/
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/atyourdesk/docsupply/collection/newspapers/
http://estc.bl.uk/
http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/leisure/record_office/default.asp
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/wills.htm
http://www.york.ac.uk/borthwick/
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
http://www.archiveshub.ac.uk/
http://library.leeds.ac.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
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Sheffield Archives and Local Studies services collect and preserve original 
records and printed material relating to Sheffield and the surrounding area. 
 
The information dates from the 12th century to the present and relates to 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire and north Derbyshire.   
 
Included are extensive collections of books ● pamphlets ● photographs ● 
church registers ● newspapers ● census records ● minutes ● diaries ● 
films ● maps ● deeds ● records from schools ● hospitals ● businesses and 
charities ● family estates ● personal papers etc. 
 
Our facilities include: 
 
Study areas ● expert staff on hand to help you make the most of your visit 
● a library of reference books ● photocopying and photography services ● 
free Internet access ● microform machines and printers ● catalogues and 
indexes ● a range of useful publications for sale ● CD-Rom library ● on-
line image library. 
 

 

Adding to our collections 

Sheffield Libraries and Archives seeks to preserve information about 
events in our city’s history. If you have photographs or personal papers 
that may be worth preserving please consider safeguarding them for 
current and future generations by placing them in the care of Sheffield 
Libraries and Archives. It is only through the generosity of individuals and 
organisations that we are able to have a complete record of important 
events in the history of Sheffield and the nation. We are interested in 
photographs, flyers and posters, minutes of meetings etc. For advice on 
record keeping and the facilities we offer please contact us 
(archives@sheffield.gov.uk or 0114 203 9395). 

mailto:archives@sheffield.gov.uk
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Sheffield Local Studies Library Sheffield Archives 
1st floor 52 Shoreham Street 
Central Library Sheffield 
Surrey Street S1 4SP 
Sheffield  
S1 1XZ  
  
Tel: 0114 273 4753 Tel: 0114 203 9395 
Fax: 0114 273 5009 Fax: 0114 203 9398 
  
localstudies.library@sheffield.gov.uk archives@sheffield.gov.uk 
  
www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives  
 

www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives  
 

  
  
(selected) Sheffield Local Studies Library 
catalogue  
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries/archives-
and-local-studies/catalogues.html  
 

(selected) Archives catalogues:  
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries/archives-
and-local-studies/catalogues.html   
and 
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 
 

For 65,000+ images of Sheffield: www.picturesheffield.com 

 

www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives 

 

www.twitter.com/shefflibraries 

 

http://shefflibraries.blogspot.co.uk/  

 

www.flickr.com/photos/shefflibraries 

 

www.youtube.com/user/SheffieldArchives1 

 

www.facebook.com/shefflibraries 

 

mailto:localstudies.library@sheffield.gov.uk
mailto:archives@sheffield.gov.uk
http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives
http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives
http://library.sheffield.gov.uk/uhtbin/webcat
http://library.sheffield.gov.uk/uhtbin/webcat
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries/archives-and-local-studies/catalogues.html
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries/archives-and-local-studies/catalogues.html
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
http://www.picturesheffield.com/
http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/archives
http://www.twitter.com/shefflibraries
http://shefflibraries.blogspot.co.uk/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/shefflibraries
http://www.youtube.com/user/SheffieldArchives1
http://www.facebook.com/shefflibraries

